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1 Kings 
Lesson 1 

 
FIRST KINGS 

(David’s Death; Disruption of the Kingdom) 
 
Author: 
The author is unknown, though the Jews credit its writing to Jeremiah. As Ryrie 
points out:  

Whoever the author or compiler of these books was, he used 
historical sources (11:41; 14:19, 29). He likely was one of the exiles 
who lived in Babylon, perhaps an unknown one, or Ezra or Ezekiel 
or Jeremiah (though someone other than Jeremiah would have had 
to write the last chapter of 2 Kings, since Jeremiah apparently died 
in Egypt, not Babylon; Jer. 43:6-7).1 

 
Date: 
About 550 B.C.  
The release of Jehoiachin from prison is the last event recorded in 2 Kings. This 
took place in the 37th year of his imprisonment (560 B.C.). Therefore 1 and 2 
Kings could not have been written before that event. It seems unlikely that the 
return of the Jews from the Babylonian captivity in 538 B.C. had taken place 
when 1 and 2 Kings were written; had it occurred, the author would probably 
have referred to it. Probably 1 and 2 Kings were completed in their final form 
between 560 and 538 B.C.2 
 
Title of the Book:  
First and Second Kings, originally one book (like 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 
Chronicles) and simply called “Kings” in the Hebrew tradition (Melechim), are 
appropriately titled since they trace the history of the kings of Israel and Judah 
from the time of Solomon to the Babylonian captivity. First Kings abruptly ends 
with the beginning of the reign of Ahaziah in 853 B.C. 
 
Theme and Purpose: 
After David’s death (chaps. 1-2), his son Solomon became king. Chapters 1-11 
trace the life and reign of Solomon, including Israel’s rise to the peak of her glory, 
the spread of the nation’s kingdom, and the construction of the temple and 
palace in Jerusalem. But in Solomon’s later years, he drifted from the Lord 
because of his pagan wives who wrongly influenced him and turned his heart 
away from the worship of God in the temple. 
 

                                            
1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, Moody, electronic media. 
2 John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck, Editors, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Victor Books, 

Wheaton, 1983,1985, electronic media. 
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As a result, the king with the divided heart leaves behind a divided kingdom. For 
the next century, the book of First Kings traces the twin histories of two sets of 
kings and two nations of disobedient people who are growing indifferent to God’s 
prophets and precepts.3 
 
The next king was Rehoboam, who lost the northern part of the kingdom. After 
this the Northern Kingdom, which included 10 tribes, was known as Israel, and 
the Southern Kingdom, which included the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was 
called Judah. In the last chapters of 1 Kings, the focus is on the evil of King Ahab 
and righteous prophet Elijah who condemned Ahab’s wickedness and Israel’s 
disobedience. 
 
The central theme, therefore, is to show how disobedience led to the disruption 
of the kingdom. The welfare of the nation depended on the faithfulness of its 
leadership and people to the covenants of God with Israel. First Kings not only 
gives a record of the history of these kings, but it demonstrates the success of 
any king (and of the nation as a whole) depends on the measure of the king’s 
allegiance to God’s law or truth. The book truly illustrates how “righteousness 
exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Prov. 14:34). Unfaithfulness 
to God’s covenant resulted in decline and captivity. 
 
Christ as Seen in 1 Kings: 
Like David, Solomon is one of the greatest types in the Old Testament of Christ, 
portraying Messiah in His future reign on earth. Solomon especially does this as 
his fame, glory, wealth, and honor all speak of Christ in His earthly kingdom. 
Solomon also portrays Christ in the great wisdom he demonstrated.  
 
Outline: 
First Kings naturally falls into two sections: the united kingdom (1-11) and the 
divided kingdom (12-22). 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-2:46) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:1-4:34) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 
D.  Solomon’s Fame (9:1-10:29; cf. 2 Chron. 8:1-9:28) 
E.  Solomon’s Decline and Downfall (11:1-43) 

 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) 

                                            
3 Wilkinson and Boa, p. 84. 
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F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) 
L.  The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah (22:41-50) 
M.  The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel (22:51-53) 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-2:46) 
 

1 Kings 1:1-53 
 

1.  David's Failing Strength.  1:1-4 
1 Now King David was old, advanced in age; and they covered him with 

clothes, but he could not keep warm. 
2 So his servants said to him, "Let them seek a young virgin for my lord the 

king, and let her attend the king and become his nurse; and let her lie in 
your bosom, that my lord the king may keep warm." 
1. This verse indicates that the fever had gone on for an 

extended period of time. 
2. None of David's wives were suggested which could indicate 

any number of things, but nothing definitive. 
3. This solution was thought to invigorate older men and the 

servants probably thought that this would rekindle David's 
passions. 

4. It seems as though David may have chosen a life of celibacy 
after the Absalom rebellion.  2 Sam 20:3 

5. David did not argue with them. 
 
3 So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory of Israel, 

and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 
4 And the girl was very beautiful; and she became the king's nurse and 

served him, but the king did not cohabit with her. 
1. The final statement indicates that David could have if he would 

have, but he chose not to. 
2. David's character in the area of sex took a long time to 

develop, but it did. 
3. This is not a modern-day prescription for men with a fever, so 

don't play with fire. 
 
Principle:  Don't Quit Working On Character Flaws. 

 
 

2.   Adonijah-The One Who Would Claim The Throne. 1:5-10 
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5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king." 
So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen with fifty men to run 
before him. 
1. Adonijah was David's fourth son through Haggith. 
2. His name means "my lord is Yahweh. 
3. He followed the same pattern as Absalom.  2 Sam 15:1 
4. He also followed the same pattern as Satan.  Isa 14:12-14 

 
Principle:  Some People, Even Family Members, May Just Be Waiting 
For The Time Of Your Death Or A Time Of Weakness So That They 
May Seize What God Has Given You. 

 
6 And his father had never crossed him at any time by asking, "Why have 

you done so?" And he was also a very handsome man; and he was born 
after Absalom. 
1. David had experienced much pain in his life. Ps 56:5  

All day long they distort my words; all their thoughts are against me for evil.   
2. He had sought and succeeded in removing that pain from his 

childrens' lives. 
3. David never challenged this son's actions. 
4. The result was a rebellious, selfish, ungrateful adult who was 

more interested in getting what his father had than in the 
spiritual things of God. 

 
Principle:  Part Of Being A Father Is Questioning The Actions Of 
Your Children. 

 
7 And he had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the 

priest; and following Adonijah they helped him. 
1. Adonijah knew he would have to have the support of the 

military to pull this off and help from the priesthood would 
also be nice to have. 

2. So he went to Joab, who had lost respect for David, to enlist 
him as the leader of the army. 

3. Abiathar was the sole son of Ahimelech to survive the 
slaughter of the priests by Saul.  1 Sam 22:20-23 

4. Abiathar was David's "keeper of the ephod."  1 Sam 30:7 
5. He was a longtime cabinet member of David's as priest. 

     2 Sam 8:16-18; 2 Sam 20:25 
6. He was a priest who remained loyal to David during Absalom's 

rebellion and along with his sons got David valuable 
information.  2 Sam 15:24-37 

7. Abiathar was one of David's most trusted men. 
     2 Sam 19:11 
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then king David sent to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, saying, "speak to the 
elders of Judah, saying, 'why are you the last to bring the king back to his house, 
since the word of all Israel has come to the king, even to his house? 

8. Solomon would dismiss him as priest for this matter. 
     1 King 2:27 
so Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, in order to fulfill the 
word of the Lord, which he had spoken concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.   

9. But he would later be reinstated.  1 King 4:4 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada {was} over the army; and Zadok and Abiathar 
{were} priests; (reprove himself) 
 

Principle:  People Who Have Been Loyal To You All Of Your Life Can 
Make Wrong Decisions During Times When They Realize Their 
Mentor May Be Dying. 

 
8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, 

Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David, were not with 
Adonijah. 

 
Principle:  Some Will Stay Loyal So We Must Be Careful Of Becoming 
Paranoid. 

 
  3. Adonijah-His Mistake.  1:9-10 
9 And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of 

Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel; and he invited all his brothers, the 
king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants. 
1. Abiathar's son, Jonathan, had stayed at En-Rogel waiting for 

information to pass on to David during the Absalom rebellion.  
2 Sam 17:17 

2. The last time the king's sons were called together by a brother, 
Absalom killed Amnon.  2 Sam 13 

3. Like Absalom, Adonijah is trying to consolidate his followers 
and dad is not dead yet.  (mistake) 

 
10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, and 

Solomon his brother. 
1. Often, in a conspiracy, there are notable absentees. 
2. Since the first two kings of Israel were anointed by the prophet 

Samuel, it would make sense that the third king would also be 
anointed by a prophet.  Deut 17:15 

3. Solomon had three older brothers who were probably invited.  
1 Chr 3:5 

4. There was something different about Solomon that one who 
would usurp the throne would notice. 
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Principle:  Those Who Want To Seize A Kingdom By Force Often 
Omit The "God-Factor."   

(Had a priest, a military man-but no prophet; Abiathar used to carry the 
Ephod.  Did he who had witnessed its use forget about it?) 
 

4.   Nathan-The One Who Would Protect The Throne. 1:11-14 
11 Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, "Have 

you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king, and 
David our lord does not know it? 
Nathan had to have known that Solomon was to be the next king, so 
he gives the report to Bathsheba. 

12 "So now come, please let me give you counsel and save your life and the 
life of your son Solomon. 
1. The prophet communicates the urgency of the situation. 
2. Israel was a nation who often would not accept counsel. 

     Deut 32:28-29 
"for they are a nation lacking in counsel, and there is no understanding in them.  
"would that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would discern 
their future! 

3. It is possible to accept the wrong counsel.  Ps 1:1 
how blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!    

4. Only the Lord's counsel stands forever.  Ps 33:10-12 
The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples.  The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart from 
generation to generation.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the 
people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance. 

5. Solomon wrote that part of wisdom is listening to counsel.  
Prov 12:15 

the way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to 
counsel.  

6. Solomon had watched his mother receive counsel. 
13 "go at once to king David and say to him, 'have you not, my lord, o king, 

sworn to your maidservant, saying, "surely Solomon your son shall be king 
after me, and he shall sit on my throne"? Why then has Adonijah become 
king?' 
1. Good counsel can involve immediately dealing with a 

situation. 
2. Good counsel can involve asking an authority about actions or 

decisions. 
3. Good counsel can involve holding accountable those who 

have made you a promise. 
14 "behold, while you are still there speaking with the king, i will come in after 

you and confirm your words." 
1. David was evidently having memory lapses. 
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2. While this could almost seem as manipulation of David, one 
must remember that Solomon was the Lord's choice, and that 
Nathan was indeed a prophet. 

3. David did remember the promise he had made.  V30 
 

Principle:  It Is Wise To Confirm Facts With More Than One Witness. 
 
Principle:  It Is Valid To Point Out The Truth.   

(Some people will not stand up for their rights or promises made to them.  You 
may choose to set them aside to serve others as Christ did, but you may also 
validly choose to claim them) 
 

5.   Bathsheba-The One Who Would Perpetuate The Throne. 
1:15-21 

15 So Bathsheba went in to the king in the bedroom. Now the king was very 
old, and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering to the king. 
This word for minister means to attend to one's physical needs and 
is used of priests, military men and servants. 

16 Then Bathsheba bowed and prostrated herself before the king. And the 
king said, "What do you wish?" 
Even in this time of stress, Bathsheba observed the proper protocol. 

17 And she said to him, "My lord, you swore to your maidservant by the 
LORD your God, saying, 'Surely your son Solomon shall be king after me 
and he shall sit on my throne.' 
Bathsheba let David know that something had happened that he has 
not been informed of and it could affect him keeping his word. 

 
Principle:  Even Great Leaders At Times Have To Be Reminded Of 
Promises They Have Made. 

 
18 "And now, behold, Adonijah is king; and now, my lord the king, you do not 

know it. 
 

Principle:  It Is Wise To Let Leaders Know When Something Is 
Occurring Of Which They Are Not Informed That Could Affect Their 
Ability To Lead. 

 
19 "And he has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and 

has invited all the sons of the king and Abiathar the priest and Joab the 
commander of the army; but he has not invited Solomon your servant. 
Bathsheba lets David know of the conspiratorial nature of Adonijah's 
actions. 

20 "And as for you now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to 
tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 
1. This was a common practice in the ancient world. 
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2. Adonijah had used the "assumptive close." 
21 "Otherwise it will come about, as soon as my lord the king sleeps with his 

fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be considered offenders." 
Bathsheba points out that she and Solomon would be the ones who 
would pay for David's lack of action. 

 
Principle:  It Is Valid And Good To Make Plans In Advance For One's 
Death. 

 
6.   Nathan-At Work.  1:22-27 

22 And behold, while she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet 
came in. 

23 And they told the king, saying, "Here is Nathan the prophet." And when he 
came in before the king, he prostrated himself before the king with his face 
to the ground. 
Even those who are called of God to high office should observe the 
proper protocol so that it does not become an issue. 

24 Then Nathan said, "My lord the king, have you said, 'Adonijah shall be 
king after me, and he shall sit on my throne'? 
Nathan asks David an important question-has he amended his will?? 

25 "For he has gone down today and has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and 
sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's sons and the 
commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest, and behold, they are 
eating and drinking before him; and they say, 'Long live King Adonijah!' 
Even those in high office should recognize the importance of 
verifying the facts. 

26 "But me, even me your servant, and Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada and your servant Solomon, he has not invited. 
Nathan too points out the picture of conspiracy. 

27 "Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have not shown to 
your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?" 
Nathan wants to know if David is going to permit Adonijah to assume 
the throne without proper sanction. 

 
Principle:  It Is Valid And Good To Point Out Potential Mistake To The 
Proper Authorities. 

 
7.   The King To Bathsheba.  1:28-31 

28 Then King David answered and said, "Call Bathsheba to me." And she 
came into the king's presence and stood before the king. 

29 And the king vowed and said, "As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my 
life from all distress, 
David uses this "formula" when he is going to make a divine edict.   
2 Sam 4:9 
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9 And David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, and said to them, "As the LORD lives, who has redeemed 
my life from all distress,    
1. David constantly prayed for his redemption. Ps 26:11-12 

But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me.  
My foot stands on a level place; in the congregations I shall bless the LORD. 

2. And he thanked the Lord that he had.  ps 31:5 
Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O LORD, God of 
truth.  

3. David saw his redemption in deliverance from the hand of 
Saul.  1 Sam 26:23-25 

"And the LORD will repay each man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; 
for the LORD delivered you into my hand today, but I refused to stretch out my 
hand against the LORD'S anointed.  "Now behold, as your life was highly valued 
in my sight this day, so may my life be highly valued in the sight of the LORD, 
and may He deliver me from all distress."  Then Saul said to David, "Blessed are 
you, my son David; you will both accomplish much and surely prevail." So David 
went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.  surely as I vowed to you by the 
LORD the God of Israel, saying, 'Your son Solomon shall be king after me, and 
he shall sit on my throne in my place'; I will indeed do so this day."  Then 
Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground, and prostrated herself before the 
king and said, "May my lord King David live forever." 

4. We do not know exactly when David made this promise to 
Bathsheba, but it was in the presence of Nathan. 

5. It thus would be accompanied with prophetic affirmation. 
 
Principle:  Great People Listen To Wise Counsel And Quickly Correct 
Potential Mistakes. 
 
Principle:  If An Authority Listens And Makes Changes, One's 
Response Should Be Of Humility Toward God And Not Arrogance 
Concerning A Supposed "Victory." 

 
8.   The King To His Cabinet.  1:32-37 

32 Then King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada." And they came into the king's 
presence. 
David first affirmed a previous promise to Bathsheba and then he 
called for those who would implement it. 
 
Principle:  Authorities Should Communicate Decisions Made As 
Soon As Possible To Those With A Vested Interest. 

 
33 And the king said to them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and 

have my son Solomon ride on my own mule, and bring him down to 
Gihon. 
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1. David said to assemble the priests, his bodyguard, the mighty 
men and Nathan to install Solomon as king. 

2. David knows that this could come down to an issue of force 
and takes the appropriate measures.   

(To be prepared for war is the best way to preserve peace) 
 

Principle:  Great Leaders Make Tough Decisions. 
  
34 "And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there as king 

over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' 
1. Adonijah had omitted from his "coronation" the anointing by a 

prophet. 
2. By this omission, it seems that Adonijah was not going to 

follow in the spiritual footsteps of his father David. 
3. Thus he was not a suitable king for Israel. 

35 "Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my 
throne and be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over 
Israel and Judah." 
Since David was no longer able to function as king in the day-to-day 
operations, he installed Solomon to take over before his death. 

 
Principle:  Great Leaders Also Know When It Is Time To Turn Over 
The Reigns.  (After All It Is God's Kingdom, Not David's) 

 
36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, "Amen! 

Thus may the LORD, the God of my lord the king, say. 
1. Benaiah says the "amen" to David's action indicating that he is 

in total agreement with it. 
2. He actually utters a prayer to the lord. 

37 "As the LORD has been with my lord the king, so may He be with 
Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King 
David!" 
1. This is a marvelous prayer in that Benaiah recognizes God is 

not through yet with Israel, that he has even greater blessings 
in store. 

2. He prays that their new king will have the same depth of 
relationship with the Lord that David has had. 

3. Benaiah knew that David's greatness was based on his 
relationship with the Lord. 

 
9.   The Cabinet's Action.  1:38-40 

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King 
David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

 
Principle:  Faithful Servants Make Great Leaders. 
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39 Zadok the priest then took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed 
Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, "Long live 
King Solomon!" 
1. Nathan relinquished the privilege of anointing the king to a 

priest. 
2. This displayed the unity between the prophet and the 

priesthood at the outset of Solomon's reign. 
40 And all the people went up after him, and the people were playing on 

flutes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth shook at their noise. 
1. Stress occurs when people do not know who their leader is 

going to be when a change is imminent. 
2. Thus, they have joy when this issue is settled. 

 
Principle:  Great Leaders Seek To Relieve Unnecessary Stress. 

 
10.   The Report To Adonijah.  1:41-48 

41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it, as they 
finished eating. When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, "Why 
is the city making such an uproar?" 
Neither Adonijah nor Joab thought they would be challenged and 
thus cannot determine what this is. 
 
Principle:  Don't Celebrate Too Early. 

 
42 While he was still speaking, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the 

priest came. Then Adonijah said, "Come in, for you are a valiant man and 
bring good news." 
1. Jonathan was one of the men who was left to give reports to 

David concerning Absalom's activities. 
2. Children can get caught up in the bad decisions of their 

parents. 
3. Adonijah's arrogance was such that he did not look at the 

possibility of bad news. 
43 But Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, "No! Our lord King David 

has made Solomon king. 
44 "The king has also sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they 
have made him ride on the king's mule. 

45 "And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in 
Gihon, and they have come up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an 
uproar. This is the noise which you have heard. 

46 "Besides, Solomon has even taken his seat on the throne of the kingdom. 
47 "And moreover, the king's servants came to bless our lord King David, 

saying, 'May your God make the name of Solomon better than your name 
and his throne greater than your throne!' And the king bowed himself on 
the bed. 
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48 "The king has also said thus, 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
who has granted one to sit on my throne today while my own eyes see it.'" 
1. The news to Adonijah is that his regime does not have the 

support of king David or of God. 
2. As David's servants had bowed when they came into his 

presence, so David bowed in the presence of his king. 
3. Bowing at the head of the bed is a picture of the complete 

submission of a dying patriarch to his Lord and God.  Gen 
47:31 

4. David is again awestruck by God's grace. 
 

Principle:  Any Leader Who Stops Being Awestruck By God's Grace 
Becomes An Ungodly Leader. 
 
Principle:  Great Leaders Are Humbled By The Greatest Leader. 

 
11.   The Treaty With Solomon.  1:49-53 

49 Then all the guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each 
went on his way. 
1. Realization that one has sided with the wrong group can and 

should strike fear in a person's life. 
2. It is time to leave that group. 

50 And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of 
the horns of the altar. 
1. Some people run to God only when they are scared of man. 
2. But adonijah is still trying to save himself while "hanging on" 

to the things of God. 
51 Now it was told Solomon, saying, "Behold, Adonijah is afraid of King 

Solomon, for behold, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 
'Let King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to 
death with the sword.'" 
1. Those who try to promote themselves into power are often just 

arrogant cowards with an aura of bravado. 
2. Adonijah's public arrogance became matched by his public 

disgrace through this display of fear. 
52 And Solomon said, "If he will be a worthy man, not one of his hairs will fall 

to the ground; but if wickedness is found in him, he will die." 
1. Solomon's first judgment concerns his own brother. 
2. He has initiated his rule with grace and impartiality. 

53 So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he 
came and prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to 
him, "Go to your house." 
1. Solomon gives his brother a second chance. 
2. Adonijah would blow it and be executed.  2 kings 2:19-27 
3. Solomon has taken charge of the kingdom. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 2 

 
1 Kings 2 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-2:46) 
 

1 Kings 2:1-46 
12.   David's Last Instructions To The New King.  2:1-4 

1 As David's time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, 
1. Although David was king, very few times did he issue a 

statement in the form of a command. 
2. The first time was when he order the execution of two men 

who had brought him the head of Ish-Bosheth, Saul's son, 
seeking to ingratiate themselves.  2 Sam 4:12 

Then David commanded the young men, and they killed them and cut off their 
hands and feet, and hung them up beside the pool in Hebron. But they took the 
head of Ish-bosheth and buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron.  

3. His next command was that Absalom was not to be killed.   
2 Sam 18:5 

And the king charged Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, "{Deal} gently for my 
sake with the young man Absalom." And all the people heard when the king 
charged all the commanders concerning Absalom.   

4. His third command was to give Saul and Jonathan the proper 
burial.  2 Sam 21:14 

And they buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of 
Benjamin in Zela, in the grave of Kish his father; thus they did all that the king 
commanded, and after that God was moved by entreaty for the land.  

5. His fourth command was that Solomon was to be the next 
king.  I King 1:35 

"Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne and 
be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah."  

6. David was a ruler who made few laws and those that he made 
were for the benefit of others not himself. 

7. Thus, what he was going to say to Solomon was important and 
for his benefit and the benefit of the kingdom. 

 
2 "I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show 

yourself a man. 
1. David knows the reality of his physical condition and is ready 

for it. 
2. The first two elements of his command involve using what he 

has and becoming what he is not. 
3. Thus, it is both a plan and a vision. 
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Principle:  good leaders pass on the plan and vision. 
 

3 "And keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep 
His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, 
according to what is written in the law of Moses, that you may succeed in 
all that you do and wherever you turn, 
1. When David commands Solomon to keep the Lord's charge, he 

is telling him to be like Abraham.  Gen 26:5 
because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My 
statutes and My laws."   

2. Keeping the Lord's charge was ordered for all Israel.  Deut 11:1 
"You shall therefore love the LORD your God, and always keep His charge, His 
statutes, His ordinances, and His commandments.   

3. At one point in their history, they did.  Josh 22:3 
"You have not forsaken your brothers these many days to this day, but have kept 
the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God. 

4. A "charge" was something that was to be kept safe. 
     1 Sam 22:22-23 
Then David said to Abiathar, "I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was 
there, that he would surely tell Saul. I have brought about the death of every 
person in your father's household. "Stay with me, do not be afraid, for he who 
seeks my life seeks your life; for you are safe with me." 2 Sam 20:3 
Then David came to his house at Jerusalem, and the king took the ten women, 
the concubines whom he had left to keep the house, and placed them under 
guard and provided them with sustenance, but did not go in to them. So they 
were shut up until the day of their death, living as widows.   

5. Thus, the charge to Solomon involved keeping as treasure: 
     a.  The Lord's lifestyle. 
     b.  His definite directions. (statutes) 
     c.  That which the Lord ordered.  (commandments) 
     d.  His matters of law.  (ordinances) 
     e.  The history of Israel.  (testimonies) 

6. Notice that David refers to "testimonies" that are written in the 
law of Moses indicating that the Pentateuch was already 
written down in spite of what liberal theologians say. 

7. To keep these instructions, Solomon had to read Moses which 
is commanded under the law.  Deut 17:14-20 

8. David tells his son Solomon that the way to practical wisdom 
is through the law.  (not success) 

9. Moses told Israel that keeping the covenant was the way to act 
wisely in all that they did.  Deut 29:9 

"So keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper (BE WISE) 
in all that you do.   

10. This wisdom is necessary to discern the future.  Deut 32:28-29 
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"For they are a nation lacking in counsel, and there is no understanding in them.  
"Would that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would discern 
their future! 

11. David was promoted in part because of his wisdom. 
      1 Sam 18:30 
Then the commanders of the Philistines went out {to battle}, and it happened as 
often as they went out, that David behaved himself more wisely than all the 
servants of Saul. So his name was highly esteemed.  

12. All rulers are to show wisdom through worship to the Lord.   
Ps 2:10-11 

Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. 
Worship the LORD with reverence, and rejoice with trembling. 
 

Principle:  Even though you may have personally failed in some 
areas of life, seek to at least pass on the knowledge of what is right. 
 
Principle:  Challenge your children to have a better relationship with 
the Lord than you did. 
 
Principle:  Point out clearly to them that the best life one can choose 
is the one that walks in the Lord's footsteps. 

 
4 so that the LORD may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning 

me, saying, 'If your sons are careful of their way, to walk before Me in truth 
with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the 
throne of Israel.' 
1. David not only lets Solomon know what it will mean to him but 

what it will mean to his sons. 
2. He is pointing out the importance of spiritual heritage. 
3. Notice that David's last words focus on the spiritual aspects of 

the kingdom and not the material aspects. 
4. The condition for blessing is to see value in the way of the 

Lord which involves:  ("their" way means that have received 
and accepted it) 

     a.   A lifestyle based on truth. 
     b.   A passion for that lifestyle.  (heart) 
     c.   Decisions made for a godly lifestyle.  (soul) 

5. David wrote about the Lord's words in a Psalm of Ascents. 
     Ps 132:10-12 
For the sake of David Your servant, do not turn away the face of Yours anointed. 
The LORD has sworn to David, a truth from which He will not turn back; "Of the 
fruit of your body I will set upon your throne. "If your sons will keep My covenant, 
and My testimony which I will teach them, their sons also shall sit upon your 
throne forever." 

Principle:  the spiritual heritage is the most important. 
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  13. Take Care of Joab.  2:5-8 
5 "Now you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, what he did 

to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, 
and to Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed; he also shed the blood of 
war in peace. And he put the blood of war on his belt about his waist, and 
on his sandals on his feet. 
1. There are some things which David did not take care of. 
2. He did not mention Absalom, so it seems he has forgiven Joab 

for the personal injury Joab caused to Absalom. 
3. Murder has no statute of limitations. 
4. For David to have executed Joab before he died would have 

been viewed as nothing more than vindictiveness. 
5. Joab's rebellion though is now an issue in the kingdom and 

David knows that the young king will have to deal with him 
quickly. 

6. David also knows that his lack of action toward Joab could be 
easily misapplied by his young son, so he lets him know 
exactly where he stands. 

7. David also remembers the pain brought on Israel by an act that 
Saul committed before David became king and thus would 
seek to spare Israel more unnecessary pain.  2 Sam 21 

 
Principle:  tell those who follow you of unfinished business that they 
need to take care of. 

 
6 "So act according to your wisdom, and do not let his (Joab’s) gray hair go 

down to Sheol in peace. 
 
Principle:  Let others know of the confidence you have in them. 
 
Principle:  Also let them know what needs to be done. 
 

7 "But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be 
among those who eat at your table; for they assisted me when I fled from 
Absalom your brother. 

 
Principle:  Don't forget to commend to your successor those who 
were loyal to you.  2 Sam 19:31-39 

 
8 "And behold, there is with you Shimei the son of Gera the Benjamite, of 

Bahurim; now it was he who cursed me with a violent curse on the day I 
went to Mahanaim. But when he came down to me at the Jordan, I swore 
to him by the LORD, saying, 'I will not put you to death with the sword.' 
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1. David is referring to the time when he was leaving Jerusalem 
so as to not fight Absalom.  2 Sam 16:5-8 

2. When he returned, David reacted emotionally to Abishai, 
Joab's brother, and granted Shimei a pardon.   2 Sam 19:16-23 

 
9 "Now therefore, do not let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man; and 

you will know what you ought to do to him, and you will bring his gray hair 
down to Sheol with blood." 
1. This man had cursed God's anointed and had displayed a 

complete disrespect for the throne. 
2. David wanted Solomon to restore respect for the throne. 
3. To do this, Solomon would have to punish Shimei in some 

way, but not by death for the acts previously pardoned. 
 

14.   The Death Of David.  2:10-12 
10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 

1. If we are not raptured, a simple statement of our death will be 
made for all of us. 

2. Are we spiritually ready? 
 

11 And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years 
he reigned in Hebron, and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem. 
(And he will reign again in the Millennium) 

 
12 And Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was 

firmly established. 
1. One of the greatest joys of life for a father is knowing that your 

son will carry on your heritage. 
2. David left an inheritance for his son and now his son faces the 

prosperity test. 
 

15.   The Ploy Of Adonijah.  2:13-18 
13 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of 

Solomon. And she said, "Do you come peacefully?" And he said, 
"Peacefully." 

14 Then he said, "I have something to say to you." And she said, "Speak." 
15 So he said, "You know that the kingdom was mine and that all Israel 

expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about and 
become my brother's, for it was his from the LORD. 

16 "And now I am making one request of you; do not refuse me." And she 
said to him, "Speak." 

17 Then he said, "Please speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse 
you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife." 

18 And Bathsheba said, "Very well; I will speak to the king for you." 
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Principle:  beware of making a promise to do something before you 
know what it is you are to do. 

 
16.   The Decision Of Solomon.  2:19-25 

19 So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah. And the 
king arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he 
had a throne set for the king's mother, and she sat on his right. 

20 Then she said, "I am making one small request of you; do not refuse me." 
And the king said to her, "Ask, my mother, for I will not refuse you." 
(Solomon, the young king, was taken advantage of by his own 
mother) 

21 So she said, "Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your 
brother as a wife." 

22 And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, "And why are you 
asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him also the 
kingdom-- for he is my older brother-- even for him, for Abiathar the priest, 
and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!" 
(Solomon sees through what Adonijah has tried to do.) 

23 Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, "May God do so to me 
and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life. 

24 "Now therefore, as the LORD lives, who has established me and set me 
on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house as He 
promised, surely Adonijah will be put to death today." 

25 So King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him 
so that he died. 
1. Solomon made a mistake and found himself in a catch-22. 
2. This was the first time that Solomon broke his word. 
 
Principle:  young and new leaders must beware of anyone who asks 
them to make a promise before they know the content of the 
promise. 

 
17.   The Exile Of Abiathar.  2:26-27 

26 Then to Abiathar the priest the king said, "Go to Anathoth to your own 
field, for you deserve to die; but I will not put you to death at this time, 
because you carried the ark of the Lord GOD before my father David, and 
because you were afflicted in everything with which my father was 
afflicted." 

27 So Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, in order to 
fulfill the word of the LORD, which He had spoken concerning the house 
of Eli in Shiloh. 
1. Abiathar became like the sons of Eli who sought to use the 

priesthood for selfish ends.  1 Sam 2:22-36 
2. But Solomon blessed him for past loyalty to his father and 

thus sent him into exile instead of executing him. 
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18.   The Execution Of Joab.  2:28-35 
28 Now the news came to Joab, for Joab had followed Adonijah, although he 

had not followed Absalom. And Joab fled to the tent of the LORD and took 
hold of the horns of the altar.  (This worked for Adonijah. Cf 1:50) 

29 And it was told King Solomon that Joab had fled to the tent of the LORD, 
and behold, he is beside the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, saying, "Go, fall upon him." 

30 So Benaiah came to the tent of the LORD, and said to him, "Thus the king 
has said, 'Come out.'" But he said, "No, for I will die here." And Benaiah 
brought the king word again, saying, "Thus spoke Joab, and thus he 
answered me." 
(Those who are so good at rendering death are usually not so good 
at facing it themselves.) 

31 And the king said to him, "Do as he has spoken and fall upon him and 
bury him, that you may remove from me and from my father's house the 
blood which Joab shed without cause. 

32 "And the LORD will return his blood on his own head, because he fell 
upon two men more righteous and better than he and killed them with the 
sword, while my father David did not know it: Abner the son of Ner, 
commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, 
commander of the army of Judah. 

33 "So shall their blood return on the head of Joab and on the head of his 
descendants forever; but to David and his descendants and his house and 
his throne, may there be peace from the LORD forever." 

34 Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and fell upon him and put him 
to death, and he was buried at his own house in the wilderness. 

35 And the king appointed Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army in his 
place, and the king appointed Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar. 
(The new king moves swiftly to carry out his father's instructions.) 

 
Principle:  new leaders need to take care of unfinished business first. 

 
19.   The Judgment On Shimei.  2:36-46 

36 Now the king sent and called for Shimei and said to him, "Build for yourself 
a house in Jerusalem and live there, and do not go out from there to any 
place. 

37 "For it will happen on the day you go out and cross over the brook Kidron, 
you will know for certain that you shall surely die; your blood shall be on 
your own head." 

38 Shimei then said to the king, "The word is good. As my lord the king has 
said, so your servant will do." So Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days. 

  20. Execution Of The Judgment.  2:39-46 
39 But it came about at the end of three years, that two of the servants of 

Shimei ran away to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath. And they told 
Shimei, saying, "Behold, your servants are in Gath." 
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40 Then Shimei arose and saddled his donkey, and went to Gath to Achish to 
look for his servants. And Shimei went and brought his servants from 
Gath. 

41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, 
and had returned. 

42 So the king sent and called for Shimei and said to him, "Did I not make 
you swear by the LORD and solemnly warn you, saying, 'You will know for 
certain that on the day you depart and go anywhere, you shall surely die'? 
And you said to me, 'The word which I have heard is good.' 

43 "Why then have you not kept the oath of the LORD, and the command 
which I have laid on you?" 

44 The king also said to Shimei, "You know all the evil which you 
acknowledge in your heart, which you did to my father David; therefore the 
LORD shall return your evil on your own head. 

45 "But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be 
established before the LORD forever." 

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out 
and fell upon him so that he died. Thus the kingdom was established in 
the hands of Solomon. 

 
Principle:  a new leader needs grace, patience and justice. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 3 

 
1 Kings 3-4 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-2:46) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:1-4:34 ) 

 
1 Kings 3:1-28 

  1. Mistakes Of Solomon And The People.  3:1-2 
1 Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

and took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her to the city of David, until he 
had finished building his own house and the house of the LORD and the 
wall around Jerusalem.  (Egyptian pharaoh’s never gave their 
daughters in marriage because they were always so powerful.  This 
indicates a decrease in Egyptian power and an increase in Israel’s 
power.  This was his first wife which was not technically a violation 
of the Law which prohibited only Canaanites.) 

2 The people were still sacrificing on the high places, because there was no 
house built for the name of the LORD until those days. 
1. Although not technically a violation of the Law, this was the 

beginning of violating the Law of Kings.  Deut 17:14-20; 1 
Kings 11 

2. This building project took 20 years.  2 Chr 8:1 
3. Using pagan places of sacrifice was officially forbidden by the 

Law.  Deut 12:1-14 
4. Their excuse was-no temple. 
 

  2. Solomon’s Love, God’s Grace.  3:3-9 
3 Now Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, 

except he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places (note plural). 
 1. Solomon showed his love for the Lord through obedience. 

2. The exception was in mistakes he made concerning where to 
sacrifice. 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 
place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 
1. Gibeon was where the Tabernacle itself was located, but 

without the Ark.  2 Chr 3:1-5 
2. The Ark was in Jerusalem in a makeshift tent, where David had 

offered sacrifices.  2 Sam 6:17 
3. The Lord is looking more on Solomon’s heart than on the 

location at this point in time. 
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God 

said, "Ask what you wish me to give you." 
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6 Then Solomon said, "You have shown great lovingkindness to Your 
servant David my father, according as he walked before You in truth and 
righteousness and uprightness of heart toward You; and You have 
reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that You have given him a son 
to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

7 "And now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king in place of 
my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 

8 "And Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, 
a great people who cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. 

9 "So give Your servant an understanding heart (lit: a heart of hearing) to 
judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to 
judge this great people of Yours?" 

 1. The Lord blesses a good heart. 
 2. Solomon’s reply: 
  A. Is full of thanksgiving for blessings on his father. 
  B. Is full of understanding of the importance of obedience. 
  C. Is full of humility for the position he now holds. 
  D. Is full of humility because of his lack of understanding. 
  E. Is full of responsibility toward God’s people. 
 3. His request is concerned with the needs of others. 
 
  3. God’s Blessing On Solomon.  3:10-14 
10 And it was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this 

thing.  (for a heart of hearing) 
11 And God said to him, "Because you have asked this thing and have not 

asked for yourself (1) long life, nor have asked (2) riches for yourself, nor 
have you asked for the (3) life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself discernment (BIYN = to divide, distinguish, discern) to 
understand justice (to hear + MISHPAT = justice), 

12 behold, I have done according to your words. Behold, I have given you (3) 
a wise and discerning heart (CHAKAM = wise + BIYN = discerning), so 
that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you 
arise after you. 

13 "And I have also given you what you have not asked, (2) both riches and 
honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days. 

14 "And (1) if you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, 
as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days." 
1. Solomon did not ask for a long life but rather a life loaded with 

wisdom, so God promised him a long life if he used that 
wisdom. 

2. He did not ask for wealth, but was given it along with honor. 
3. He did not ask for the life of his enemies so he received a wise 

and discerning heart. 
4. The bottom line is that he did not selfishly ask for anything. 
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5. He was fulfilling here the principle Jesus referred to in 
Matthew 6:33. 

 
  4. Solomon’s Adjustment.  3:15 
15 Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to 

Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
offered burnt offerings and made peace offerings, and made a feast for all 
his servants. 
1. He needed to walk in the path of his father David, who offered 

sacrifices before the Ark. 
2. At this point in his life Solomon is teachable and compliant. 
 

  5. Solomon’s First (?) Court Case.  3:16-22 
16 Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before 

him. 
17 And the one woman said, "Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same 

house; and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house. 
18 "And it happened on the third day after I gave birth, that this woman also 

gave birth to a child, and we were together. There was no stranger with us 
in the house, only the two of us in the house. 

19 "And this woman's son died in the night, because she lay on it. 
20 "So she arose in the middle of the night and took my son from beside me 

while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead 
son in my bosom. 

21 "And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, behold, he was dead; 
but when I looked at him carefully in the morning, behold, he was not my 
son, whom I had borne." 

22 Then the other woman said, "No! For the living one is my son, and the 
dead one is your son." But the first woman said, "No! For the dead one is 
your son, and the living one is my son." Thus they spoke before the king. 
1. This is a case where there are no witnesses, so it is just one 

person’s word against another. 
2. Accusations without witnesses are of the most difficult things 

to treat justly. 
 

  6. Solomon’s First Court Decision.  3:23-28 
23 Then the king said, "The one says, 'This is my son who is living, and your 

son is the dead one'; and the other says, 'No! For your son is the dead 
one, and my son is the living one.'"  (Solomon states the charges so 
that it is clear he knows what is being claimed) 

24 And the king said, "Get me a sword." So they brought a sword before the 
king. 

25 And the king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one 
and half to the other." 

26 Then the woman whose child was the living one spoke to the king, for she 
was deeply stirred over her son and said, "Oh, my lord, give her the living 
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child, and by no means kill him." But the other said, "He shall be neither 
mine nor yours; divide him! 

27 Then the king answered and said, "Give the first woman the living child, 
and by no means kill him. She is his mother." 

28 When all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had handed down, 
they feared the king; for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to 
administer justice. 
1. Solomon found a way to expose the one who was wrapped in 

bitterness and envy. 
2. This decision reached all parts of the kingdom and people 

stood in awe of God’s wisdom working through Solomon. 
3. Solomon was off to a good start. 

 
1 Kings 4:1-34 

  7. The Solomonic Cabinet.  4:1-6 
1 Now King Solomon was king over all Israel. 
2 And these were his officials (these are his chief administrators, much 

like our presidential cabinet): (1) Azariah the (grand) son (1 Chr 6:8-9) 
of Zadok was the priest (the High Priest; 

3 (2) Elihoreph and (3) Ahijah, the sons of Shisha were secretaries 
(ambassadors); (4) Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the recorder 
(reported needs to the king from the people and the king’s response; 
more of a personal secretary); 

4 and (5) Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the army (formerly 
commander of David’s bodyguard, now chairman of joint chiefs); and 
(6) Zadok (quite aged as he had served under David and was here 
probably an advisor) and (7) Abiathar were priests (listed here 
although in exile and not functioning); 

5 and (8) Azariah the son of Nathan (the prophet) was over the deputies 
(the twelve district governors who will be listed next); and Zabud the 
son of Nathan, a priest, was the king's friend (a close and trusted 
personal advisor); 

6 and Ahishar was over the household (in charge of the palace; an 
important place holding the keys to the palace, which if “he opens no 
one shuts and if he shuts no one opens”; cf Rev 3:7; Isa 22:15-23); 
and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the men subject to forced labor 
(This was one of the warnings given by Samuel.  1 Sam 8:10-18). 

 
  8. Solomon’s Twelve Deputies.  4:7-19 
7 And Solomon had twelve deputies (like governors) over all Israel (they 

are not found in accordance with the former tribal divisions), who 
provided for the king and his household; each man had to provide for a 
month in the year. 

8 And these are their names: (1) Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim; 
9 (2) Ben-deker in Makaz and Shaalbim and Beth-shemesh and Elonbeth-

hanan; 
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10 (3) Ben-hesed, in Arubboth (Socoh was his and all the land of Hepher); 
11 (4) Ben-abinadab, in all the height of Dor (Taphath the daughter of 

Solomon was his wife); 
12 (5) Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean 

which is beside Zarethan below Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah 
as far as the other side of Jokmeam; 

13 (6) Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead (the towns of Jair, the son of Manasseh, 
which are in Gilead were his: the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty 
great cities with walls and bronze bars were his); 

14 (7) Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 
15 (8) Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also married Basemath the daughter of 

Solomon); 
16 (9) Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth; 
17 (10) Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar; 
18 (11) Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 
19 (12) Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the country of Sihon king 

of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan; and he was the only deputy 
who was in the land. 

 
  9. The Population.  4:20 
20 Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand that is on the seashore in 

abundance; they were eating and drinking and rejoicing. 
1. This is a reference to the blessings of the Abrahamic 

Covenant. 
 2. This is a preview of the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
 
  10. The Extent Of Solomon’s Rule.  4:21 
21 Now Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the 

Philistines and to the border of Egypt; they brought tribute and served 
Solomon all the days of his life. 
1. Usually when a king dies and a new one arises there is a revolt 

among those nations who are sending tribute to test the new 
king. 

 2. This did not happen to Solomon. 
3. His empire almost fulfilled the promise to Abraham, but did not 

quite make it to the River of Egypt.  Gen 15:18 
 

  11. The Extent Of Solomon’s Provisions.  4:22-28 
22 And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty kors (a donkey load, 

about 50 gal each or 1500 gallons) of fine flour and sixty kors of meal, 
23 ten fat oxen, twenty pasture-fed oxen, a hundred sheep besides deer, 

gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl. 
24 For he had dominion over everything west of the River, from Tiphsah 

(located in modern Syria, around the town of Dayr az-Zawi) even to 
Gaza (on coast of Med. Sea, SW of Jerusalem), over all the kings west 
of the River; and he had peace on all sides around about him. 
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25 So Judah and Israel lived in safety, every man under his vine and his fig 
tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

26 And Solomon had 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 
horsemen. 

27 And those deputies provided for King Solomon and all who came to King 
Solomon's table, each in his month; they left nothing lacking. 

28 They also brought barley and straw for the horses and swift steeds to the 
place where it should be, each according to his charge. 
1. The Vines and Fig Trees were indications that they were in the 

Promised Land.  Deut 8:7-8 
2. All in the kingdom are reaping from the blessings to David, 

including Solomon, one of the foremost being peace. 
3. People were providing for the governmental needs at a rate of 

about 8.33% and the needs were being met with abundance. 
 
  12. Solomon’s Wisdom.  4:29-34 
29 Now God gave Solomon wisdom (CHAKMAH = application) and very 

great discernment (BIYNAH = determination of what is pertinent and 
important) and breadth of mind (breadth of heart = interrelationships 
between different topics), like the sand that is on the seashore. 

30 And Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the sons of the east 
and all the wisdom of Egypt. 

31 For he was wiser than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite (the author of 
Psalm 89), Heman (author of Psalm 88), Calcol and Darda, the sons of 
Mahol (last two unknown to us now); and his fame was known in all the 
surrounding nations. 

32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005 (besides Song 
of Solomon we only have Psalm 72 and 127). 

33 And he spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to the 
hyssop that grows on the wall; he spoke also of animals and birds and 
creeping things and fish.  (fauna and flora) 

34 And men came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all 
the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.  (Queen of Sheba 
came to meet him because she had heard of his great wisdom.  1 
Kings 10.  His name became a synonym for superior knowledge and 
wisdom) 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 4 

 
1 Kings 5-6 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-3:1) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:2-4:34 ) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 

 
1 Kings 5:1-18 

  1. Solomon’s Proposal To Hiram.  5:1-6 
1 Now Hiram king of Tyre (Phoenicians.  They were friends of Israel 

unlike the Canaanites) sent his servants to Solomon, when he heard that 
they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always 
been a friend (lover) of David.  (wanted to establish the friendship with 
David’s son) 

2 Then Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, 
3 "You know that David my father was unable to build a house for the name 

of the LORD his God because of the wars which surrounded him, until the 
LORD put them under the soles of his feet. 

4 "But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side; there is 
neither adversary (SAtAN = adversary) nor misfortune (lit: occurrence 
of evil). 

5 "And behold, I intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, 
as the LORD spoke to David my father, saying, 'Your son, whom I will set 
on your throne in your place, he will build the house for My name (2 Sam 
7:12-13).' 

6 "Now therefore, command that they cut for me cedars from Lebanon, and 
my servants will be with your servants; and I will give you wages for your 
servants according to all that you say, for you know that there is no one 
among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians." 
1. Hiram made the first gesture of friendship which was 

responded to favorably by Solomon. 
2. Solomon enlisted Hiram to provide materials for the house of 

the Lord. 
3. Solomon first praised the LORD for the peace given to him. 
4. This is not all that Solomon said to Hiram about the house of 

the Lord.  2 Chr 2:3-10 
5. Solomon included a test to Hiram concerning the LORD. 
 

  2. Solomon’s Relationship With Hiram.  5:7-12 
7 And it came about when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he 

rejoiced greatly and said, "Blessed be the LORD today, who has given to 
David a wise son over this great people." 

 1. This is not all that Hiram said.  2 Chr 2:11-12 
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2. This appears to be genuine in Hiram and not just political 
rhetoric. 

8 So Hiram sent word to Solomon, saying, "I have heard the message which 
you have sent me; I will do what you desire concerning the cedar and 
cypress timber. 

9 "My servants will bring them down from Lebanon to the sea; and I will 
make them into rafts to go by sea to the place where you direct me, and I 
will have them broken up there, and you shall carry them away. Then you 
shall accomplish my desire by giving food to my household." 

10 So Hiram gave Solomon as much as he desired of the cedar and cypress 
timber. 

11 Solomon then gave Hiram 20,000 kors of wheat as food for his household, 
and twenty kors of beaten oil; thus Solomon would give Hiram year by 
year. 

12 And the LORD gave wisdom to Solomon, just as He promised him; and 
there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made 
a covenant (contract). 
1. Included in the cutting and deliverance of the wood is an 

illustration of the deliverance of sinners as per Noah’s Ark. 
  A. The trees are cut down from nature. 
  B. They are made to pass through the water. 

C. They are brought up out of the water and made into 
something new. 

  D. They will become part of a magnificent structure. 
 2. Tyre would later be judged for breaking the covenant. 

Amos 1:9-10 
Thus says the LORD, "For three transgressions of Tyre and for four I will not 
revoke its punishment, because they delivered up an entire population to Edom 
and did not remember the covenant of brotherhood.  "So I will send fire upon the 
wall of Tyre, and it will consume her citadels." 
 3. They developed a greedy attitude that extended to Israel. 
  Eze 26-27 
 
  3. The Size Of The Project.  5:13-18 
13 Now King Solomon levied forced laborers from all Israel; and the forced 

laborers numbered 30,000 men. 
14 And he sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in relays; they were in 

Lebanon a month and two months at home. And Adoniram was over the 
forced laborers. 

15 Now Solomon had 70,000 transporters, and 80,000 hewers of stone in the 
mountains, 

16 besides Solomon's 3,300 chief deputies who were over the project and 
who ruled over the people who were doing the work. 

17 Then the king commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, 
to lay the foundation of the house with cut stones. 
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18 So Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites cut them, 
and prepared the timbers and the stones to build the house. 

 1. David had used resident aliens as forced laborers.  1 Chr 22:2 
 2. Solomon first did a census of them.  2 Chr 2:17-18 
 3. The cut stones were also a picture of salvation. 
  A. They were hewn out of nature’s quarry.  Isa 51:1-2 
"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, who seek the LORD: look to the 
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  
"Look to Abraham your father, and to Sarah who gave birth to you in pain; when 
he was one I called him, then I blessed him and multiplied him." 
  B. They were molded to fit.  Rom 9 

C. They became part of a magnificent structure.   
Eph 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5 

  
1 Kings 6:1-38 

  4. Dimensions Of The Temple.  6:1-6 
1 Now it came about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of 

Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign 
over Israel, in the month of Ziv which is the second month, that he began 
to build the house of the LORD.  (May-June; 966-65 B.C.; key verse for 
dating of the Exodus. 
1. Solomon began to build the house on Mount Moriah on the 

second day of the second month.  2 Chr 3:1-2 
Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount 
Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David, at the place that 
David had prepared, on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  And he began 
to build on the second day in the second month of the fourth year of his reign. 

2. This is where the Lord appeared to David and he then built an 
altar for the Lord.  1 Chr 21:18-27 

3. This is also the place where the sacrifice of Isaac occurred. 
 Gen 22 
4. The Temple was similar in plan to the Tabernacle but twice the 

size. 
2 As for the house which King Solomon built for the LORD, its length was 

sixty cubits (90 feet) and its width twenty cubits (30 feet) and its height 
thirty cubits (45 feet). 

3 And the porch in front of the nave (temple) of the house was twenty cubits 
in length, corresponding to the width of the house, and its depth along the 
front of the house was ten cubits (15 feet). 

4 Also for the house he made windows with artistic frames. 
5 And against the wall of the house he built stories encompassing the walls 

of the house around both the nave and the inner sanctuary; thus he made 
side chambers all around. 

6 The lowest story was five cubits wide, and the middle was six cubits wide, 
and the third was seven cubits wide; for on the outside he made offsets in 
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the wall of the house all around in order that the beams should not be 
inserted in the walls of the house. 
1. The “stories” were like an inverted staircase making it 

impossible to climb up. 
 2. He did not want the stones weakened in any way. 

3. The five, six and seven indicate that man must touch grace (5) 
and perfection (7) to be part of the Spiritual Temple. 

 
  5. A Construction Requirement.  6:7 
7 And the house, while it was being built, was built of stone prepared at the 

quarry, and there was neither hammer nor axe nor any iron tool heard in 
the house while it was being built.  (they were cut to fit not chiseled into 
place-like the Believer’s place in the Temple of God) 

 
  6. Completion Of The Temple.  6:8-10 
8 The doorway for the lowest side chamber was on the right side of the 

house; and they would go up by winding stairs to the middle story, and 
from the middle to the third. 

9 So he built the house and finished it; and he covered the house with 
beams and planks of cedar. 

10 He also built the stories against the whole house, each five cubits high; 
and they were fastened to the house with timbers of cedar. 

 1. This was designed to not fall down. 
 2. Later it would be dismantled a piece at a time. 

3. The Spiritual Temple though is not subject to dismantling 
because God is guarding it. 

 
  7. The Opportunity Before Solomon.  6:11-13 
11 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon saying, 
12 "Concerning this house which you are building, if (a small but very 

important word) you will walk in My statutes and execute My ordinances 
and keep all My commandments by walking in them, then I will carry out 
My word with you which I spoke to David your father. 

13 "And I will dwell among the sons of Israel, and will not forsake My people 
Israel." 

 
  8. The Gold Overlayment.  6:14-22 
14 So Solomon built the house and finished it. 
15 Then he built the walls of the house on the inside with boards of cedar 

(aromatic and not subject to rot); from the floor of the house to the 
ceiling he overlaid the walls on the inside with wood, and he overlaid the 
floor of the house with boards of cypress (also not subject to rot). 

16 And he built twenty cubits on the rear part of the house with boards of 
cedar from the floor to the ceiling; he built them for it on the inside as an 
inner sanctuary, even as the most holy place. 
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17 And the house, that is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was forty 
cubits long. 

18 And there was cedar on the house within, carved in the shape of gourds 
and open flowers; all was cedar, there was no stone seen. 

19 Then he prepared an inner sanctuary within the house in order to place 
there the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 

20 And the inner sanctuary was twenty cubits in length, twenty cubits in 
width, and twenty cubits in height, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He 
also overlaid the altar with cedar. 

21 So Solomon overlaid the inside of the house with pure gold. And he drew 
chains of gold across the front of the inner sanctuary; and he overlaid it 
with gold. 

22 And he overlaid the whole house with gold, until all the house was 
finished. Also the whole altar which was by the inner sanctuary he overlaid 
with gold. 
1. The wood that would not rot pictured the Lord Jesus Christ 

who would not “undergo decay.”  Ps 16:10; Acts 2:27 
2. Wood overlaid with gold pictures the two natures of Jesus 

Christ. 
3. The Believer as a living stone is “covered” by the two natures 

of Christ. 
4. The unseen structure of rock is a picture of “The Rock.”  Deut 

32:4; 2 Sam 23:3 
5. The Holy of Holies was a cube portraying that the Trinity (3 

dimensions) although different (the number 2) was in 
agreement concerning the standard of perfect law (10). 

6. The gold chains portray that accessibility to the Holy of Holies 
could only be given by divine permission. 

7. In the wood on the walls were carved Cherubim.  2 Chr 3:5-7 
And he overlaid the main room with cypress wood and overlaid it with fine gold, 
and ornamented it with palm trees and chains.  Further, he adorned the house 
with precious stones; and the gold was gold from Parvaim.  He also overlaid the 
house with gold-- the beams, the thresholds, and its walls, and its doors; and he 
carved cherubim on the walls. 

8. There were 45,000 pounds of fine gold placed in the Holy of 
Holies alone.  2 Chr 3:8-9  (720,000 oz.; $288 Million) 

Now he made the room of the holy of holies: its length, across the width of the 
house, was twenty cubits, and its width was twenty cubits; and he overlaid it with 
fine gold, amounting to 600 talents.  And the weight of the nails was fifty shekels 
(about 4oz/shekel = $80,000) of gold. He also overlaid the upper rooms with 
gold. 
 
  9. The Two Cherubim.  6:23-28 
23 Also in the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten 

cubits high. 
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24 And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub and five cubits the other 
wing of the cherub; from the end of one wing to the end of the other wing 
were ten cubits. 

25 And the other cherub was ten cubits; both the cherubim were of the same 
measure and the same form. 

26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the other cherub. 
27 And he placed the cherubim in the midst of the inner house, and the wings 

of the cherubim were spread out, so that the wing of the one was touching 
the one wall, and the wing of the other cherub was touching the other wall. 
So their wings were touching each other in the center of the house. 

28 He also overlaid the cherubim with gold. 
1. Portrayed clearly is the Angelic Conflict. 
2. Touching the wall of the house shows their intense interest the 

God-man.   
3. The fact that they were hidden from view of the normal man 

indicates that we do not really know what is going on in the 
unseen world, yet it is real.   

4. The fact that they were touching each other indicates their 
concern for the other angelic creation.   

5.  The parallel passage is 2 Chronicles 3:10-13 
Then he made two sculptured cherubim in the room of the holy of holies and 
overlaid them with gold.  And the wingspan of the cherubim was twenty cubits; 
the wing of one, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house, and its other wing, 
of five cubits, touched the wing of the other cherub.  And the wing of the other 
cherub, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house; and its other wing of five 
cubits, was attached to the wing of the first cherub.  The wings of these cherubim 
extended twenty cubits, and they stood on their feet facing the main room. 
 
  10. The Carvings And Floor.  6:29-30 
29 Then he carved all the walls of the house round about with carved 

engravings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, inner and outer 
sanctuaries. 

30 And he overlaid the floor of the house with gold, inner and outer 
sanctuaries. 

 
  11. The Inner Sanctuary Doors.  6:31-32 
31 And for the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood, 

the lintel and five-sided doorposts. 
32 So he made two doors of olive wood, and he carved on them carvings of 

cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold; and 
he spread the gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees. 

 
  12. The Entry To The Main Hall.  6:33-36 
33 So also he made for the entrance of the nave four-sided doorposts of olive 

wood 
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34 and two doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of the one door turned on 
pivots, and the two leaves of the other door turned on pivots. 

35 And he carved on it cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers; and he 
overlaid them with gold evenly applied on the engraved work. 

36 And he built the inner court with three rows of cut stone and a row of cedar 
beams. 

 
  13. The Length Of The Building Project.  6:37-38 
37 In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the 

month of Ziv. 
38 And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, 

the house was finished throughout all its parts and according to all its 
plans. So he was seven years in building it. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 5 

 
1 Kings 7 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-3:1) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:2-4:34 ) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 

 
1 Kings 7:1-51 

  14. Solomon’s House.  7:1-5 
1 Now Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, and he finished 

all his house.  (It took almost twice as long to build his house as it did 
the Temple.  There were four structures involved in this “house.”  
The Temple and house were in one large complex and enclosed 
within one courtyard {cf V12}.  The pointed out that the king was to 
act in accordance with God. 

2 And he built the house of the forest of Lebanon (i.e. of materials 
primarily from there; not a separate house as some have supposed 
but part of the palatial complex containing several buildings); its 
length was 100 cubits and its width 50 cubits and its height 30 cubits, on 
four rows of cedar pillars with cedar beams on the pillars.  (the temple 
was 60x20x30; this house is larger than the house for the Lord) 

3 And it (the house) was paneled with cedar above the side chambers 
which were on the 45 pillars, 15 in each row. 

4 And there were artistic window frames in three rows, and window was 
opposite window in three ranks.  (symmetrical showing balance) 

5 And all the doorways and doorposts had squared artistic frames, and 
window was opposite window in three ranks. 

  15. The Hall Of Pillars.  7:6 
6 Then he made the hall of pillars; its length was 50 cubits and its width 30 

cubits, and a porch was in front of them and pillars and a threshold in front 
of them.  (this was a magnificent entry hall that led into the hall of 
justice) 

  16. The Throneroom.  7:7 
7 And he made the hall of the throne where he was to judge, the hall of 

judgment, and it was paneled with cedar from floor to floor.  (not overlaid 
with gold-a reminder of his humanity which he will address is his 
upcoming exhortation to Israel) 

  17. His Personal Quarters.  7:8 
8 And his house where he was to live, the other court inward from the hall, 

was of the same workmanship. He also made a house like this hall for 
Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon had married.  (this is a separate 
structure within the palace complex) 

  18. Its Adornment.  7:9 
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9 All these were of costly stones (not gemstones but probably of fine 
quality marble), of stone cut according to measure, sawed with saws, 
inside and outside; even from the foundation to the coping, and so on the 
outside to the great court. 

  19. The Foundation.  7:10-12 
10 And the foundation was of costly stones, even large stones, stones of ten 

cubits and stones of eight cubits.  (15 feet and 12 feet) 
11 And above were costly stones, stone cut according to measure, and 

cedar. 
12 So the great court all around had three rows of cut stone and a row of 

cedar beams even as the inner court of the house of the LORD, and the 
porch of the house.  (This outer court enclosed both the Temple and 
palace buildings.  This type of construction was found in Phoenicia) 

  20. The Bronze Worker.  7:13-14 
13 Now King Solomon sent and brought Hiram from Tyre.  (does not say 

“king of Tyre”) 
14 He was a widow's son from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man 

of Tyre, a worker in bronze (and also gold, silver, iron, stone, wood, 
dyes and fine linen; 2 Chr 2:14); and he was filled with wisdom and 
understanding and skill for doing any work in bronze. So he came to King 
Solomon and performed all his work.  (His skills were similar to that of 
Bezalel’s who worked on the Tabernacle, Ex 31:3) 
1. Solomon spared no expense in acquiring and using not only 

the finest materials but also the finest workmen. 
2. Hiram not only had the skill for this work but probably the 

heart for it as well since he was part Jew. 
3. Being the son of a widow was a handicap in the ancient world, 

yet Hiram rose above it. 
 

  21. The Bronze Pillars.  7:15-22 
15 And he (Hiram) fashioned the two pillars of bronze; eighteen cubits was 

the height of one pillar, and a line of twelve cubits measured the 
circumference of both.  (this agrees with Jer 52:21, so 2 Chr 3:15 which 
says they are 35 cubits high is a scribal error; they were hollow, four 
fingerbreadths, a palm width, thick and were cast in molds cf 7:46; 
They are about 6 feet in diameter) 

16 He also made two capitals of molten bronze to set on the tops of the 
pillars; the height of the one capital was five cubits and the height of the 
other capital was five cubits. 

17 There were nets of network and twisted threads of chainwork for the 
capitals which were on the top of the pillars; seven for the one capital and 
seven for the other capital. 

18 So he made the pillars, and two rows around on the one network to cover 
the capitals which were on the top of the pomegranates (on robe of high 
priest {Ex 28:33-34}, a sign of the promised land {Deut 8:8}; and so he 
did for the other capital. 
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19 And the capitals which were on the top of the pillars in the porch were of 
lily (a picture of the beauty of the Lord; SOS 2:1; Hos 14:5) design, 
four cubits. 

20 And there were capitals on the two pillars, even above and close to the 
rounded projection which was beside the network; and the pomegranates 
numbered two hundred in rows around both capitals. 

21 Thus he set up the pillars at the porch of the nave (in front of the 
Temple); and he set up the right pillar and named it Jachin (a son of 
Simeon {Gen 46:10}, He shall establish), and he set up the left pillar 
and named it Boaz (by him is he mighty). 

22 And on the top of the pillars was lily design. So the work of the pillars was 
finished. 
1. All indications were that these pillars were free standing in 

front of the Temple, indicating that God’s justice could stand 
on its own. 

2. The two pillars were different yet the same indicating 
impartiality in judgment.  (Two different people were to face 
the same judgment) 

3. They stood at the entry of the Temple indicating that there is 
no partiality with God. 

4. Intertwined in the element of justice is the importance of it in 
the land of Israel (Pomegranate) and the beauty of the Lord 
seen in His justice (Lily). 

5. The pillar Jachin referred to the greatness of God’s promise 
(He shall establish). 

6. The pillar Boaz referred to man’s dependence upon God (by 
Him he is mighty). 

 
  22. The Metal Sea.  7:23-26 
23 Now he (Hiram) made the sea of cast metal ten cubits from brim to brim, 

circular in form, and its height was five cubits, and thirty cubits in 
circumference (diameter a little over 14 feet). 

24 And under its brim gourds (not “gourds” as we know them in 
American, this was from the Castor Tree and indicated the 
importance of cleansing from the inside out) went around encircling it 
ten to a cubit (perfect law), completely surrounding the sea; the gourds 
were in two rows, cast with the rest. 

25 It stood on twelve oxen, three facing north, three facing west, three facing 
south, and three facing east; and the sea was set on top of them, and all 
their rear parts turned inward. 

26 And it was a handbreadth thick, and its brim was made like the brim of a 
cup, as a lily blossom; it could hold two thousand baths (about 6 gallons 
per bath or 12,000 G, weighing 96,000 pounds + the weight of the 
stand). 
1. The metal sea pictured the importance of cleansing and was 

for the priests to wash in.  2 Chr 4:6 
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 2. The “gourds” were pictures of internal cleansing. 
3. The Twelve Oxen pictured perfect government extending in all 

directions based upon sacrifice. 
4. Facing outward indicated the intention of the spread of this 

perfect government. 
5. Three on each side indicated the importance of the Trinity in 

the spread of this government. 
6. The oxen were beasts of burden who carried the load of 

cleansing. 
 

  23. The Ten Stands.  7:27-37 
27 Then he (Hiram) made the ten stands of bronze (perfect law and 

judgment); the length of each stand was four cubits and its width four 
cubits and its height three cubits. 

28 And this was the design of the stands: they had borders, even borders 
between the frames, 

29 and on the borders which were between the frames were lions (king of 
beasts), oxen (beasts of burden/sacrifice) and cherubim; and on the 
frames there was a pedestal above, and beneath the lions and oxen were 
wreaths of hanging work. 

30 Now each stand had four bronze wheels with bronze axles, and its four 
feet had supports; beneath the basin were cast supports with wreaths at 
each side. 

31 And its opening inside the crown at the top was a cubit, and its opening 
was round like the design of a pedestal, a cubit and a half; and also on its 
opening there were engravings, and their borders were square, not round. 

32 And the four wheels were underneath the borders, and the axles of the 
wheels were on the stand. And the height of a wheel was a cubit and a 
half. 

33 And the workmanship of the wheels was like the workmanship of a chariot 
wheel. Their axles, their rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all cast. 

34 Now there were four supports at the four corners of each stand; its 
supports were part of the stand itself. 

35 And on the top of the stand there was a circular form half a cubit high, and 
on the top of the stand its stays and its borders were part of it. 

36 And he engraved on the plates of its stays and on its borders, cherubim, 
lions and palm trees (peace), according to the clear space on each, with 
wreaths all around. 

37 He made the ten stands like this: all of them had one casting, one 
measure and one form. 

 
 1. Perfect judgment and thus cleansing rests on perfect law. 

2. The stands were portable indicating they could adjust to 
administer justice-go where the crime was. 

3. This justice was the same for kings (lions), servants (beasts of 
burden) and angels. 
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4. The peace offered (palm trees) as a result of cleansing was 
also for all parties. 

5. The ten stands were identical indicating the law was the same 
for all. 

 
  24. The Ten Basins.  7:38-39 
38 And he (Hiram) made ten basins of bronze, one basin held forty baths 

(240 Gallons); each basin was four cubits, and on each of the ten stands 
was one basin. 

39 Then he set the stands, five on the right side of the house and five on the 
left side of the house; and he set the sea of cast metal on the right side of 
the house eastward toward the south. 
1. Through perfect law can also come perfect cleansing as the 

law can establish the means of being cleansed. 
2. Five on each side of the Temple indicated grace covering us 

on all sides. 
3. Their main purpose was to supply water for rinsing the burnt 

offerings.  2 Chr 4:6 
4. Toward the east was a picture of the direction from which 

Messiah would come in His glory.  Zech 14:4 
5. Toward the south indicated the direction from which they were 

delivered (Egypt) to become a nation. 
6. At the southeast corner of the Millennial Temple will flow the 

river that will cleanse the Dead Sea.  Ezek 47:1-2 
 

  25. Summary Of The Work.  7:40-47 
40 Now Hiram made the basins and the shovels and the bowls. So Hiram 

finished doing all the work which he performed for King Solomon in the 
house of the LORD: 

41 the two pillars and the two bowls of the capitals which were on the top of 
the two pillars, and the two networks to cover the two bowls of the capitals 
which were on the top of the pillars; 

42 and the four hundred pomegranates for the two networks, two rows of 
pomegranates for each network to cover the two bowls of the capitals 
which were on the tops of the pillars; 

43 and the ten stands with the ten basins on the stands; 
44 and the one sea and the twelve oxen under the sea; 
45 and the pails and the shovels and the bowls; even all these utensils which 

Hiram made for King Solomon in the house of the LORD were of polished 
bronze. 

46 In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay ground between 
Succoth and Zarethan.  (in the east side of the Jordan on the Jabbok 
River.  An area of good clay.  Casting method used by early 
Egyptians and is still used for high quality sculptures.  Clay core first 
made then covered with wax to the desired thickness.  The wax is 
then molded to design and then covered on the outside with clay.  
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The unit is then slowly baked until the wax melts out through vents 
and molten bronze is poured into the same vents) 

47 And Solomon left all the utensils unweighed, because they were too many; 
the weight of the bronze could not be ascertained. 

 1. Master craftsmen finish their work. 
 2. Paul was an example.  2 Tim 4:6-8 
 
  26. Furniture For The House Of The Lord.  7:48-50 
48 And Solomon made all the furniture which was in the house of the LORD: 

the golden altar and the golden table on which was the bread of the 
Presence; 

49 and the lampstands, five on the right side and five on the left, in front of 
the inner sanctuary, of pure gold; and the flowers and the lamps and the 
tongs, of gold; 

50 and the cups and the snuffers and the bowls and the spoons and the 
firepans, of pure gold; and the hinges both for the doors of the inner 
house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, that is, of the 
nave (entry into the Holy Place), of gold. 
1. Solomon was directly involved in making the furniture for the 

Temple. 
 2. The Golden Altar is the Altar of Incense.  Ex 30:1-4 

3. Instead of one Table of Shewbread, there are now ten but are 
viewed as one unit.  Exo 25:23-30; 2 Chr 4:8; 29:18 

4. Also instead of one lampstand there were now ten.  Exo 25:31-
40 

5. With a total of ten with five on each side we see a perfect 
balance of grace and law.  Cf John 1:14 

 
  27. Honoring His Father.  7:51 
51 Thus all the work that King Solomon performed in the house of the LORD 

was finished. And Solomon brought in the things dedicated by his father 
David, the silver and the gold and the utensils, and he put them in the 
treasuries of the house of the LORD. 

 1. He probably placed them in the side chambers of the Temple. 
2. David had freely given to his God from his own personal 

treasures.  1 Chr 29:3-5 
3. David’s prayer of thanksgiving for the privilege of giving is 

recorded in 1 Chr 29:10-20. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 6 

 
1 Kings 8 

 
1 Kings 8:1-66 

  28. The Lord Enters His House.  8:1-11 
1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the 

tribes, the leaders of the fathers' households of the sons of Israel, to King 
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
from the city of David, which is Zion.  (a new era was about to begin, the 
Ark had been in Jerusalem, the Tabernacle in Gibeon.  Now a house 
for the Lord was completed) 

2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to King Solomon at the 
feast (of Tabernacles; celebrated  the end of the wilderness 
wanderings and the time of Conquest.  Included in the time frame 
was Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement and ending it was the Feast 
of Trumpets), in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.  (The 
Temple was completed in the 8th month, so it seems that this 
occurred 11 months later rather than a month before completion cf 
7:51) 

3 Then all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.  (they 
were following procedure outlined under the Mosaic Law, unlike his 
father David had tried to do once) 

4 And they brought up the ark of the LORD and the tent of meeting and all 
the holy utensils, which were in the tent, and the priests and the Levites 
brought them up. 

5 And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who were 
assembled to him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many 
sheep and oxen they could not be counted or numbered.   

6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, 
into the inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place, under the 
wings of the cherubim. 

7 For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and the 
cherubim made a covering over the ark and its poles from above. 

8 But the poles were so long that the ends of the poles could be seen from 
the holy place before the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen 
outside; they are there to this day. 

9 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses 
put there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the sons of 
Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 

10 And it came about when the priests came from the holy place, that the 
cloud filled the house of the LORD, 

11 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. 

 1. Solomon involved all the leaders of the people in this Feast. 
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2. They brought the Ark into the Temple without incident having 
learned from the mistake of David.  2 Sam 6:1-11 

3. David finally moved the Ark correctly, stopping to sacrifice 
after the Ark had gone six paces. 

4. This time of celebration was an indication that they were in the 
land promised to Abraham.  Deut 12:1-14 

5. They not only brought the Ark but the Tent of the Meeting and 
evidently stored it somewhere in the Temple. 

6. The Cherubim over the Ark pictures the angelic protection of 
the Messiah.  Psalm 91:11-12; Matt 4:6 

7. The poles were left in the Ark in accordance with the Law. 
 Exod 25:15 
8. The two tablets of stone that are mentioned are a reminder that 

every seven years there is to be a renewal of the Covenant. 
 Deut 31:10-11 
9. The glory of the Lord had initially entered the Tabernacle.  

Exod 50:34-35 
10. It stayed until the time of Ezekiel.  Eze 10  

 
  29. Solomon’s Proclamation.  8:12-13 
12 Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that He would dwell in the thick 

cloud.  (Exodus 19:9; 20:21; Lev 16:2) 
13 "I have surely built You a lofty house, a place for Your dwelling forever." 
 
  30. Solomon’s Blessing On Israel.  8:14-21 
14 Then the king faced about and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all 

the assembly of Israel was standing. 
15 And he said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who spoke with His 

mouth to my father David and has fulfilled it with His hand, saying, 
16 'Since the day that I brought My people Israel from Egypt, I did not choose 

a city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house that My name 
might be there, but I chose David to be over My people Israel.' 

17 "Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a house for the name 
of the LORD, the God of Israel. 

18 "But the LORD said to my father David, 'Because it was in your heart to 
build a house for My name, you did well that it was in your heart. 

19 'Nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be 
born to you, he shall build the house for My name.' 

20 "Now the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke; for I have risen in 
place of my father David and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD 
promised, and have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of 
Israel. 

21 "And there I have set a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the 
LORD, which He made with our fathers when He brought them from the 
land of Egypt." 

 1. Solomon is referring to the making of the Davidic Covenant. 
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  2 Sam 7 
2. Notice the double reference (V16,21) to deliverance from 

slavery. 
3. God’s grace set them free so they could have a king. 
 

  31. Solomon’s Prayer Of Praise.  8:22-26 
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all 

the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven. 
23 And he said, "O LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like You in 

heaven above or on earth beneath (uniqueness), who are keeping 
covenant and showing lovingkindness (faithfulness and compassion) to 
Your servants who walk before You with all their heart,  

24 who have kept with Your servant, my father David, that which You have 
promised him (character); indeed, You have spoken with Your mouth 
(revealed truth) and have fulfilled it with Your hand (sovereignty) as it is 
this day. 

25 "Now therefore, O LORD, the God of Israel, keep with Your servant David 
my father that which You have promised him, saying, 'You shall not lack a 
man to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your sons take heed to their way 
to walk before Me as you have walked.'  (Worthy of petition) 

26 "Now therefore, O God of Israel, let Your word, I pray You, be confirmed 
which You have spoken to Your servant, my father David. 

 1. Solomon praises the Lord by referring to His Divine Attributes. 
2. Solomon believes the Lord is worthy and interested in our 

petitions. 
 

  32. Solomon’s Prayer For The House.  8:27-30 
27 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 

heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house which I have built!  
(Omnipresence) 

28 "Yet have regard to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplication, O 
LORD my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer which Your servant 
prays before You today; (King) 

29 that Yours eyes may be open (asks for His time) toward this house night 
and day, toward the place of which You have said, 'My name shall be 
there,' to listen to the prayer which Your servant shall pray toward this 
place. 

30 "And listen to the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel, 
when they pray toward this place; hear You in heaven Your dwelling 
place; hear and forgive. 
1. Solomon recognizes that this house is still just a house apart 

from the presence of the Lord. 
2. He asks for ongoing grace. 
3. Solomon mentions praying toward the “house” because the 

Lord is dwelling in the house and it is a picture of returning to 
Him. 
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  33. Solomon’s Prayer For Justice.  8:31-32 
31 "If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath, and he 

comes and takes an oath before Yours altar in this house, 
32 then hear You in heaven and act and judge Your servants, condemning 

the wicked by bringing his way on his own head and justifying the 
righteous by giving him according to his righteousness. 

 1. Solomon asks for divine Justice in matters of law. 
 2. For the righteous as well as the wicked. 
 
  34. Solomon’s Prayer For Mercy.  8:33-34 
33 "When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they 

have sinned against You, if they turn to You again and confess Your name 
and pray and make supplication to You in this house, 

34 then hear You in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and 
bring them back to the land which You did give to their fathers. 

 1. Solomon asks for mercy where true repentance exists. 
2. His prayer recognizes that one day they will be dispersed and 

it will take God’s mercy for them to return to the land. 
 

  35. Solomon’s Prayer For Grace.  8:35-36 
35 "When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain, because they have 

sinned against You, and they pray toward this place and confess Your 
name and turn from their sin when You do afflict them, 

36 then hear You in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants and of Your 
people Israel, indeed, teach them the good way in which they should walk. 
And send rain on Your land, which You have given Your people for an 
inheritance. 

 1. Solomon prays for grace to help in time of need. 
2. He also asks for divine teaching so that they may spiritually 

return. 
 

  36. Solomon’s Prayer For Awe.  8:37-40 
37 "If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight or 

mildew, locust or grasshopper, if their enemy besieges them in the land of 
their cities, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 

38 whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people 
Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart, and spreading his 
hands toward this house; 

39 then hear You in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive and act and 
render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know, for You 
alone do know the hearts of all the sons of men, 

40 that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land which You 
have given to our fathers. 
1. Solomon wants the people to be awestruck by the incredible 

nature of God. 
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2. His prayer was accomplished in part in the early church.  Acts 
2:42-47 

 
  37. Solomon’s Prayer For The World.  8:41-43 
41 "Also concerning the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel, when he 

comes from a far country for Your name's sake 
42 (for they will hear of Your great name and Your mighty hand, and of Yours 

outstretched arm); when he comes and prays toward this house, 
43 hear You in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which 

the foreigner calls to You, in order that all the peoples of the earth may 
know Your name, to fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may 
know that this house which I have built is called by Your name. 
1. Solomon was more evangelistic than anyone we have seen 

thus far in Scripture. 
2. The Mosaic Law made provision for the Gentiles, but the Jews 

did not seem to care about their well-being. 
3. Remember that Solomon is praying in front of the assembly of 

Israel. 
 
  38. Solomon’s Prayer For Victory.  8:44-45 
44 "When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way 

You shall send them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city which 
You have chosen and the house which I have built for Your name, 

45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their 
cause. 

 1. Here is a prayer for military victory. 
2. Solomon knew that although he presently had rest on every 

side that it would not always be so. 
 
  39. Solomon’s Prayer For Restoration.  8:46-53 
46 "When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin) and 

You are angry with them and do deliver them to an enemy, so that they 
take them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near; 

47 if they take thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and 
repent and make supplication to You in the land of those who have taken 
them captive, saying, 'We have sinned and have committed iniquity, we 
have acted wickedly'; 

48 if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of 
their enemies who have taken them captive, and pray to You toward their 
land which You have given to their fathers, the city which You have 
chosen, and the house which I have built for Your name; 

49 then hear their prayer and their supplication in heaven Your dwelling 
place, and maintain their cause, 

50 and forgive Your people who have sinned against You and all their 
transgressions which they have transgressed against You, and make 
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them objects of compassion before those who have taken them captive, 
that they may have compassion on them 

51 (for they are Your people and Yours inheritance which You have brought 
forth from Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace), 

52 that Yours eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and to 
the supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they call 
to You. 

53 "For You have separated them from all the peoples of the earth as Yours 
inheritance, as You did speak through Moses Your servant, when You did 
bring our fathers forth from Egypt, O Lord GOD. 
1. All have sinned. 
2. This is a prayer for restoration for a dispersion that would one 

day come. 
 3. His request includes a condition that the people must meet. 

4. His wisdom let him realize the need for man to adjust to the 
greatness of God. 

 
  40. Solomon Addresses Israel.  8:54-55 
54 And it came about that when Solomon had finished praying this entire 

prayer and supplication to the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the 
LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread toward heaven. 

55 And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying, 

 1. Solomon’s prayer was done in the hearing of all Israel. 
2. Notice that King Solomon kneeled before the King of heaven 

and earth. 
 
  41. Solomon’s Exhortation.  8:56-61 
56 "Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, according 

to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, 
which He promised through Moses His servant. 

57 "May the LORD our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; may He 
not leave us or forsake us, 

58 that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways and to 
keep His commandments and His statutes and His ordinances, which He 
commanded our fathers.  (which Abraham did; cf Gen 26:5) 

59 "And may these words of mine, with which I have made supplication 
before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, that He 
may maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His people Israel, 
as each day requires, 

60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there 
is no one else. 

61 "Let your heart therefore be wholly devoted to the LORD our God, to walk 
in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day." 
1. Solomon encourages the people to have a relationship with 

the Lord based on obedience of heart. 



 46

 2. His desire is that every human being come to know YAHWEH. 
 3. Man’s part is total devotion to the Lord. 
 
  42. Consecration Of The Middle Court.  8:62-64 
62 Now the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifice before the LORD. 
63 And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered 

to the LORD, 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the 
sons of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 

64 On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD, because there he offered the burnt offering 
and the grain offering and the fat of the peace offerings; for the bronze 
altar that was before the LORD was too small to hold the burnt offering 
and the grain offering and the fat of the peace offerings. 

 1. The king led the people in spiritual matters. 
2. These were voluntary offerings brought by Believers which 

recognized the greatness of our Lord’s person and work. 
 

  43. The Joy Of Israel.  8:65-66 
65 So Solomon observed the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a 

great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt, before 
the LORD our God, for seven days and seven more days, even fourteen 
days. 

66 On the eighth day he sent the people away and they blessed the king. 
Then they went to their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness 
that the LORD had shown to David His servant and to Israel His people. 

 1. This is one of the high points in Israel’s history. 
2. There was a joy over God’s blessings rather than a complaint 

about them as there was in the wilderness. 
3. For once they had passed the test. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 7 

 
1 Kings 9-10 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-3:1) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:2-4:34 ) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 
D.  Solomon’s Fame (9:1-10:29; cf. 2 Chron. 8:1-9:28) 

 
1 Kings 9:1-28 

  1. God’s Offer To Solomon.  9:1-5 
1 Now it came about when Solomon had finished building the house of the 

LORD, and the king's house, and all that Solomon desired to do, 
2 that the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as He had appeared 

to him at Gibeon.  (1 Kg 3:4-5.  Where Solomon asked for wisdom.  
Where the Tabernacle had been located before it was moved into the 
Temple.  Now the glory of the Lord is in the Temple and Solomon 
probably got this instruction there) 

3 And the LORD said to him, "I have heard your prayer and your 
supplication, which you have made before Me (prayer of praise, request 
for mercy, grace, for the world, for restoration); I have consecrated this 
house which you have built by putting My name there forever, and My 
eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.  (even though His presence 
would not be) 

4 "And as for you (Solomon), if you will walk before Me as your father David 
walked, in integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I 
have commanded you and will keep My statutes and My ordinances, 

5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, just as I 
promised to your father David, saying, 'You shall not lack a man on the 
throne of Israel.' 

 1. This is clearly a conditional promise. 
 2. The conditions involved: 
  a. Integrity involves character of soul that is blameless. 

b. Uprightness means to be straight and vertical which 
indicates a plumb line or righteous standards. 

c. Obedience to specific commands. 
 3. Solomon knew the meaning of the integrity God required. 
Prov 2:7  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who 
walk in integrity, Prov 10:9  He who walks in integrity walks securely, but he 
who perverts his ways will be found out.  Prov 10:29  The way of the LORD is a 
stronghold to the upright, but ruin to the workers of iniquity.  Prov 13:6  
Righteousness guards the one whose way is blameless, but wickedness 
subverts the sinner.  Prov 19:1  Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity 
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.  Prov 20:7  A righteous man 
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who walks in his integrity-- how blessed are his sons after him.  Prov 28:6  
Better is the poor who walks in his integrity, than he who is crooked though he 
be rich. 
 4. He also knew the meaning of uprightness. 
Prov 2:13-14  From those who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the 
ways of darkness; Who delight in doing evil, and rejoice in the perversity of evil;  
Prov 4:10-11  Hear, my son, and accept my sayings, and the years of your life 
will be many.  I have directed you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in upright 
paths.  Prov 11:24  There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, and 
there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want.  Prov 
14:2  He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is crooked in 
his ways despises Him.  Prov 17:2  It is also not good to fine the righteous, nor 
to strike the noble for their uprightness. 
 5. The issue was obedience. 
 
  2. The Option.  9:6-9 
6 "But if you or your sons shall indeed turn away from following Me, and 

shall not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set 
before you and shall go and serve other gods and worship them, 

7 then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them, and the 
house which I have consecrated for My name, I will cast out of My sight. 
So Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 

8 "And this house will become a heap of ruins; everyone who passes by will 
be astonished and hiss and say, 'Why has the LORD done thus to this 
land and to this house?' 

9 "And they will say, 'Because they forsook the LORD their God, who 
brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and adopted other gods and 
worshiped them and served them, therefore the LORD has brought all this 
adversity on them.'" 
1. This was cited as a cause of the fall of the Northern Kingdom.  

Isa 1:4 
Alas, sinful nation, people weighed down with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons 
who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, they have despised the Holy 
One of Israel, they have turned away from Him. 

2. And also as a cause for the fall of the Southern Kingdom.   
Jer 1:15-16 

"For, behold, I am calling all the families of the kingdoms of the north," declares 
the LORD; "and they will come, and they will set each one his throne at the 
entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls round about, and 
against all the cities of Judah.  "And I will pronounce My judgments on them 
concerning all their wickedness, whereby they have forsaken Me and have 
offered sacrifices to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. 

3. There was always the issue of grace for those who forsook 
their evil ways.  Isa 55:7 
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Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return to the LORD, and He will have compassion on him; and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon. 

4. The nations did just this.  Jer 22:8-9 
"And many nations will pass by this city; and they will say to one another, 'Why 
has the LORD done thus to this great city?'  "Then they will answer, 'Because 
they forsook the covenant of the LORD their God and bowed down to other gods 
and served them.'" 
 
  3. Solomon’s Gift To Hiram.  9:10-14 
10 And it came about at the end of twenty years in which Solomon had built 

the two houses, the house of the LORD and the king's house 
11 (Hiram king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress timber 

and gold according to all his desire), then King Solomon gave Hiram 
twenty cities in the land of Galilee.  (Solomon had paid him with wheat 
and oil; cf 5:11.  He evidently did not have enough to complete the 
payment so he gave him these cities on the western side of the 
territory of Asher and were border towns to Tyre and Sidon.) 

12 So Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given 
him, and they did not please him. 

13 And he said, "What are these cities which you have given me, my 
brother?" So they were called the land of Cabul to this day.  (means “as 
nothing”) 

14 And Hiram sent to the king 120 talents of gold. 
1. Hiram was not happy with the towns and returned them to 

Solomon. 
2. Solomon then rebuilt them.  2 Chr 8:2 
3. Evidently some other form of payment was made. 

 
  4. The Forced Laborers.  9:15-22 
15 Now this is the account of the forced labor which King Solomon levied to 

build the house of the LORD, his own house, the Millo (a system of 
terraces, presently believed to have been located on the 
northeastern slope of Jerusalem, designed to fill a depression so 
that structures could be built there), the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor (3 
miles north of the Sea of Galilee), Megiddo (located in the Valley of 
Jezreel), and Gezer (once a powerful Canaanite city; although 
included in the land of Ephraim, it was not conquered until the time 
of Solomon). 

16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and captured Gezer, and burned it 
with fire, and killed the Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it 
as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon's wife. 

17 So Solomon rebuilt Gezer and the lower Beth-horon (controlled the 
Valley of Aijalon) 
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18 and Baalath (Kiriath Jearim where the Ark once was; guarded western 
approaches to Jerusalem) and Tamar (aka Tadmor) in the wilderness, 
in the land of Judah, 

19 and all the storage cities which Solomon had, even the cities for his 
chariots and the cities for his horsemen, and all that it pleased Solomon to 
build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land under his rule.  (Most 
of these cities had walls 5 ft thick and inner walls another 4 ft. thick) 

20 As for all the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, who were not of the sons of 
Israel, 

21 their descendants who were left after them in the land whom the sons of 
Israel were unable to destroy utterly, from them Solomon levied forced 
laborers, even to this day. 

22 But Solomon did not make slaves of the sons of Israel; for they were men 
of war, his servants, his princes, his captains, his chariot commanders, 
and his horsemen. 
1. Solomon used forced labor from the Canaanites to build a 

series of storage cities. 
2. He also strategically built various fortified cities. 
3. He and Pharaoh had a close relationship. 
 

  5. The Chief Officers.  9:23 
23 These were the chief officers who were over Solomon's work, five hundred 

and fifty, who ruled over the people doing the work. 
 
  6. Pharaoh’s Daughter.  9:24 
24 As soon as Pharaoh's daughter came up from the city of David to her 

house which Solomon had built for her, then he built the Millo. 
1. Solomon would not let Pharaoh’s daughter dwell in a house 

where the Ark had entered, because it was holy.  2 Chr 8:11 
2. So he completed her house before he began the landscaping. 

  7. Solomon’s Offerings.  9:25 
25 Now three times in a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace 

offerings on the altar which he built to the LORD, burning incense with 
them on the altar which was before the LORD. So he finished the house. 

 1. Solomon was quite obedient at this point in his life.   
2 Chr 8:12-13 

Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of the LORD 
which he had built before the porch; and did so according to the daily rule, 
offering them up according to the commandment of Moses, for the sabbaths, the 
new moons, and the three annual feasts-- the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 
Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Booths. 
 2. He also took good care of the priests.  2 Chr 8:14-15 
Now according to the ordinance of his father David, he appointed the divisions of 
the priests for their service, and the Levites for their duties of praise and 
ministering before the priests according to the daily rule, and the gatekeepers by 
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their divisions at every gate; for David the man of God had so commanded.  And 
they did not depart from the commandment of the king to the priests and Levites 
in any manner or concerning the storehouses. 
 
  8. Solomon’s Fleet.  9:26-28 
26 King Solomon also built a fleet of ships in Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth 

on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 
27 And Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, sailors who knew the sea, 

along with the servants of Solomon. 
28 And they went to Ophir (always known as a rich source of gold; Job 

22:24; Its location is still debated.  Location of “King Solomon’s 
Mines.”), and took four hundred and twenty talents of gold from there, and 
brought it to King Solomon.  (31,500 lbs; $201,600,000) 
1. This is a new approach to international trade-shipping in the 

Red Sea. 
2. This gave Hiram access to a new area, where before he 

primarily traded in the Mediterranean. 
 

1 Kings 10:1-29 
  9. The Queen Of Sheba.10:1-10 
1 Now when the queen of Sheba (located in SW Arabia, present-day 

Yemen.  It is the best watered and most fertile area of Arabia.  It was 
famous for its trade in perfumes, incense, gold and gem stones) 
heard about the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she 
came to test him with difficult questions. 

2 So she came to Jerusalem with a very large retinue, with camels carrying 
spices and very much gold and precious stones. When she came to 
Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart. 

3 And Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was hidden from the 
king which he did not explain to her.  (relying on the Lord for his 
answers) 

4 When the queen of Sheba perceived all the wisdom of Solomon, the 
house that he had built, 

5 the food of his table, the seating of his servants, the attendance of his 
waiters and their attire, his cupbearers, and his stairway by which he went 
up to the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her.  (Josh 2:11; 
5:1 indicates being awestruck to the point that the individual was no 
longer able to resist) 

6 Then she said to the king, "It was a true report which I heard in my own 
land about your words and your wisdom. 

7 "Nevertheless I did not believe the reports, until I came and my eyes had 
seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. You exceed in wisdom and 
prosperity the report which I heard. 

8 "How blessed are your men, how blessed are these your servants who 
stand before you continually and hear your wisdom. 
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9 "Blessed be the LORD your God who delighted in you to set you on the 
throne of Israel; because the LORD loved Israel forever, therefore He 
made you king, to do justice and righteousness." 

10 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold 
($58,464,000), and a very great amount of spices and precious stones. 
Never again did such abundance of spices come in as that which the 
queen of Sheba gave King Solomon. 
1. The “difficult questions” she came with involved issues of 

theological, philosophical or practical truth. 
2. It appears that she really came seeking answers to things that 

had been a major concern to her. 
3. Solomon relied on the Lord for answers to her questions-and 

He answered every one of them. 
4. The queen was awestruck and no longer able to resist the 

Lord. 
5. The queen listened and repented unlike the leaders of Christ’s 

generation.  Matt 12:42 
"The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment and 
shall condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 

 
  10. Special Imported Wood.  10:11-12 
11 And also the ships of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, brought in 

from Ophir a very great number of almug trees and precious stones. 
12 And the king made of the almug trees supports for the house of the LORD 

and for the king's house, also lyres and harps for the singers; such almug 
trees have not come in again, nor have they been seen to this day. 

 1. The identity of the Almug Tree is not known today. 
2. It was thought to be a type of sandalwood and is known from 

other literature to be used  in fine furniture and musical 
instruments. 

 
  11. Solomon’s Gifts To Her.  10:13 
13 And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire which she 

requested, besides what he gave her according to his royal bounty. Then 
she turned and went to her own land together with her servants. 
1. Solomon, in majestic fashion, fulfilled her requests and gave 

her other gifts. 
 2. She then returned home with good news. 
 
  12. Solomon’s Fortune.  10:14-22 
14 Now the weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 

talents of gold,  ($320,544,000) 
15 besides that from the traders and the wares of the merchants and all the 

kings of the Arabs and the governors of the country. 
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16 And King Solomon made 200 large shields of beaten gold, using 600 
shekels of gold on each large shield.  (These were the large shields that 
were made to cover the whole body.  They were made of wood or 
basket-work and normally covered with leather.  The weight of gold 
was about 7.5 lbs.  Value $48,000) 

17 And he made 300 shields of beaten gold, using three minas of gold on 
each shield, and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.  
(the small shield was normally carried by archers.  Value $24,000) 

18 Moreover, the king made a great throne of ivory (word that is normally 
translated “tooth”) and overlaid it with refined gold.  (the only one of its 
kind ever mentioned) 

19 There were six steps to the throne and a round top to the throne at its 
rear, and arms on each side of the seat, and two lions standing beside the 
arms. 

20 And twelve lions were standing there on the six steps on the one side and 
on the other; nothing like it was made for any other kingdom. 

21 And all King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels 
of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. None was of 
silver; it was not considered valuable in the days of Solomon. 

22 For the king had at sea the ships of Tarshish with the ships of Hiram; once 
every three years the ships of Tarshish came bringing gold and silver, 
ivory and apes and peacocks. 
1. The amount of gold that came to Solomon in a year was 

strangely the same number as the Beast.  Rev 13:18 
 (the only places this number is used in Scripture) 
2. Here it becomes the marker of a great temptation looming on 

the horizon. 
3. The ivory throne was a picture of hardness and beauty in 

justice. 
4. The overlayment of gold was a reminder of whose judgments 

Solomon was to administer. 
5. The six steps was to remind him that he was still just a human 

being. 
6. The lions are a picture of the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah.”   

Gen 49:9-10 
"Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, 
he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up?  "The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until 
Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 

7. The two lions on each side are a reminder that justice is not to 
turn to the left or the right. 

8. The twelve lions remind him of the perfect government of the 
“Lion of the Tribe of Judah.” 

9. Solomon “had it all” but it was not quite enough as more 
“things” continued to come his way. 
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  12. Solomon’s Fame.  10:23-25 
23 So King Solomon became greater than all the kings of the earth in riches 

and in wisdom. 
24 And all the earth was seeking the presence of Solomon, to hear his 

wisdom which God had put in his heart. 
25 And they brought every man his gift, articles of silver and gold, garments, 

weapons, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year. 
 
  13. Solomon’s Cavalry.  10:26-28 
26 Now Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; and he had 1,400 

chariots and 12,000 horsemen, and he stationed them in the chariot cities 
and with the king in Jerusalem. 

27 And the king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem, and he 
made cedars as plentiful as sycamore trees that are in the lowland. 

28 Also Solomon's import of horses was from Egypt and Kue (probably 
Cilicia), and the king's merchants procured them from Kue for a price. 
1. Solomon became ruler over all the kings from the Euphrates to 

Egypt.  2 Chr 9:26 
And he was the ruler over all the kings from the Euphrates River even to the land 
of the Philistines, and as far as the border of Egypt. 
 2. His fame and wealth was unmatched in history. 
 3. It is time for him to remember Deut 17:16-20. 
"Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people 
to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall 
never again return that way.'  "Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his 
heart turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself.  "Now it 
shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for 
himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.  "And 
it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn 
to fear the LORD his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and 
these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen and that 
he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left; in order 
that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 8 

 
1 Kings 11 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-3:1) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:2-4:34 ) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 
D.  Solomon’s Fame (9:1-10:29; cf. 2 Chron. 8:1-9:28) 
E.  Solomon’s Decline and Downfall (11:1-43) 

 
1 Kings 11:1-43 

  1. Solomon’s Wives.  11:1-8 
1 Now King Solomon loved (normal word for “love”; had an attachment 

to) many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite 
(East side of Dead Sea), Ammonite (East of Jordan River, north of 
Moabites; result of incestuous relationship between Lot and his 
daughters), Edomite (Descendents of Esau; East of Dead Sea, south 
of Moabites), Sidonian (landward side of the people of Tyre), and 
Hittite (a Canaanite tribe who was mostly driven out at the Conquest; 
had some notable warriors though who fought alongside Israel, such 
as Uriah; the called their Pantheon, “the thousand gods.”) women , 

2 from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of 
Israel, "You shall not associate with them, neither shall they associate with 
you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon 
held fast to these in love. 
1. These nations were conquered by Israel because of their 

abominations, not because of Israel’s character.  Deut 9:5 
"It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart that you are 
going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of these nations 
that the LORD your God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the 
oath which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

2. They were supposed to be totally removed from the land given 
to Abraham.  Exod 23:31-33 

"And I will fix your boundary from the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and 
from the wilderness to the River Euphrates; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the 
land into your hand, and you will drive them out before you.  "You shall make no 
covenant with them or with their gods.  "They shall not live in your land, lest they 
make you sin against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to 
you." 

3. God repeatedly warned Israel about defiling itself by pursuing 
the abominations of the nations.  Lev 18:24-26 

'Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which 
I am casting out before you have become defiled.  'For the land has become 
defiled, therefore I have visited its punishment upon it, so the land has spewed 



 56

out its inhabitants.  'But as for you, you are to keep My statutes and My 
judgments, and shall not do any of these abominations, neither the native, nor 
the alien who sojourns among you 

4. They were not to make any covenant with them.  Deut 7:1-4 
"When the LORD your God shall bring you into the land where you are entering 
to possess it, and shall clear away many nations before you, the Hittites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, and 
when the LORD your God shall deliver them before you, and you shall defeat 
them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them 
and show no favor to them.  "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; 
you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters 
for your sons.  "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve 
other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and He will 
quickly destroy you. 

5. They were supposed to eradicate the gods of the nations from 
the land.  Exod 34:12-15 

"Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into 
which you are going, lest it become a snare in your midst.  "But rather, you are to 
tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim  
for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is 
a jealous God--lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land and 
they play the harlot with their gods, and sacrifice to their gods, and someone 
invite you to eat of his sacrifice; 

6. The reason is that they would find themselves following other 
gods.  Deut 12:29-32 

"When the LORD your God cuts off before you the nations which you are going in 
to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, beware that you 
are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed before you, and that 
you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 'How do these nations serve their 
gods, that I also may do likewise?'  "You shall not behave thus toward the LORD 
your God, for every abominable act which the LORD hates they have done for 
their gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.  
"Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor 
take away from it. 
 7. Solomon must have thought himself above the law. 
 
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 

concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 
 1. This is a direct violation of the Law.  Deut 17:17 
"Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he 
greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 

2. He became emotionally attached to all his wives and his 
“heart” or passions turned away from God. 
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4 For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away 
after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted (SHALEM = at rest 
with, at peace, then devotion/attachment) to the LORD his God, as the 
heart of David his father had been. 
1. This is the problem-Solomon was not wholly devoted to the 

Lord, as was David. 
2. Lack of devotion appears to be a greater problem in the eyes 

of the Lord than sin. 
5 For Solomon went after (fell prey to the temptation) Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Sidonians (a deliberate distortion of “Ashtart, the 
Canaanite fertility goddess; the revocalization is based on the word 
for “shame”) and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites.  
(This is a distortion of Melek, the word for “king”; refers to Molech 
who is mentioned in V7) 

6 And Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not 
follow the LORD fully (to the full, with all his heart), as David his father 
had done. 

7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, 
on the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable 
idol of the sons of Ammon. 

8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and 
sacrificed to their gods. 

 1. These gods were the fertility gods of the various peoples. 
 2. Solomon seems to play no favoritism toward other gods. 
 3. No one is immune from temptation. 

4. Worshipping other gods is clearly the greatest problem in life. 
 
  2. The Lord’s Anger With Solomon.  11:9-13 
9 Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned 

away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice 
(what a special blessing), 

10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after 
other gods; but he did not observe what the LORD had commanded. 

11 So the LORD said to Solomon (did not appear to him but clearly spoke 
to him), "Because you have done this, and you have not kept My 
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear 
the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 

12 "Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, 
but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 

13 "However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to 
your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem 
which I have chosen." 

 1. Solomon’s pursuit of pleasure had a cost. 
2. There was absolutely no way Solomon, the wise and informed, 

should have made these decisions. 
 3. He had: 
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  A. His father David’s example. 
  B. His special name meaning “loved by the Lord. 

2 Sam 12:24-25 
Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; 
and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the LORD loved 
him and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him Jedidiah for 
the LORD'S sake. 
  C. His special wisdom and blessing. 
  D. Special visits from God. 
  E. His ascent to the throne and the power that came with it. 
  F. Success in all his endeavors. 
 
  3. The First Adversary To Solomon-Edom.  11:14-22 
14 Then the LORD raised up an adversary (sAtAN) to Solomon, Hadad the 

Edomite; he was of the royal line in Edom.  (The firstborn twin brother 
of Jacob whose descendents believed they deserved the family 
blessing) 

15 For it came about, when David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of 
the army had gone up to bury the slain, and had struck down every male 
in Edom 

16 (for Joab and all Israel stayed there six months, until he had cut off every 
male in Edom), 

17 that Hadad fled to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his father's servants 
with him, while Hadad was a young boy. 

18 And they arose from Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with 
them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave 
him a house and assigned him food and gave him land. 

19 Now Hadad found great favor before Pharaoh, so that he gave him in 
marriage the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 

20 And the sister of Tahpenes bore his son Genubath, whom Tahpenes 
weaned in Pharaoh's house; and Genubath was in Pharaoh's house 
among the sons of Pharaoh. 

21 But when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and that 
Joab the commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, 
"Send me away, that I may go to my own country." 

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, "But what have you lacked with me, that 
behold, you are seeking to go to your own country?" And he answered, 
"Nothing; nevertheless you must surely let me go." 

 1. Hadad was a survivor of one of David’s great victories. 
2 Sam 8:13-14 

So David made a name for himself when he returned from killing 18,000 
Arameans in the Valley of Salt.  And he put garrisons in Edom. In all Edom he 
put garrisons, and all the Edomites became servants to David. And the LORD 
helped David wherever he went. 

2. Solomon had married Pharaoh’s daughter.  Hadad had married 
Pharoah’s sister-in-law. 
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3. Hadad left the luxury of Egypt to return to his native homeland 
and there he created some kind of trouble for Solomon. 

 
  4. The Second Adversary-Syria.  11:23-25 
23 God also raised up another adversary (sAtAN) to him, Rezon the son of 

Eliada, who had fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah. 
24 And he gathered men to himself and became leader of a marauding band, 

after David slew them of Zobah; and they went to Damascus and stayed 
there, and reigned in Damascus. 

25 So he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, along with the 
evil that Hadad did; and he abhorred Israel and reigned over Aram. 

 1. Hadadezer was another defeated enemy of David’s.   
2 Sam 8:3-9 

 2. Yet, there was another escapee who would cause trouble. 
3. Hadad was Solomon’s southern adversary while Rezon was 

his northern one. 
4. These events evidently took place in Solomon’s later years. 
 

  5. The Third Adversary-An Ephraimite.  11:26-40 
26 Then Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, Solomon's 

servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against 
the king. 

27 Now this was the reason why he rebelled against the king: Solomon built 
the Millo, and closed up the breach of the city of his father David.  
(sometime after the 20th year; cf 9:10-15) 

28 Now the man Jeroboam was a valiant warrior, and when Solomon saw 
that the young man was industrious, he appointed him over all the forced 
labor of the house of Joseph. 

29 And it came about at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, 
that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite (name means “my brother is 
Jehovah”; from Shiloh which refers to the “coming One.”) found him 
on the road. Now Ahijah had clothed himself with a new cloak; and both of 
them were alone in the field. 

30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak which was on him, and tore it into 
twelve pieces. 

31 And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon and give you ten tribes 

32 (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the tribes of 
Israel), 

33 because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god 
of the sons of Ammon; and they have not walked in My ways, doing what 
is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his 
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father David did.  (the use of “they” and “he” indicate the 
responsibility of the king to lead his people) 

34 'Nevertheless I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will 
make him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of My servant David 
whom I chose, who observed My commandments and My statutes; 

35 but I will take the kingdom from his son's hand and give it to you, even ten 
tribes. 

36 'But to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may have a lamp 
always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen for Myself to 
put My name. 

37 'And I will take you, and you shall reign over whatever you desire, and you 
shall be king over Israel. 

38 'Then it will be, that if you listen to all that I command you and walk in My 
ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My 
commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build 
you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you. 

39 'Thus I will afflict the descendants of David for this, but not always.'" 
40 Solomon sought therefore to put Jeroboam to death; but Jeroboam arose 

and fled to Egypt to Shishak king of Egypt, and he was in Egypt until the 
death of Solomon. 
1. Jeroboam was the servant who would receive the kingdom. 
 Cf V11 
2. Jeroboam was promised great blessing if he would be 

obedient. 
3. Jeroboam would rebel against Solomon because he could not 

wait until Solomon’s death to assume the kingdom. 
 4. Solomon determined to put down the rebellion. 

5. Jeroboam fled to Egypt, but in his 5th year Shishak would 
attack him. 

  6. Solomon’s Death.  11:41-43 
41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, 

are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 
42 Thus the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty 

years. 
43 And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of his father 

David, and his son Rehoboam reigned in his place. 
 1. Jeroboam would get Israel, the northern kingdom. 
 2. Rehoboam would get Judah, or the southern kingdom. 

3. Solomon would describe his search for happiness in 
Ecclesiastes. 

-----------------------BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES-----------------------  
-----------------------SONG OF SOLOMON------------------------------ 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 9 

 
1 Kings 12-13 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 

A.  Solomon’s Accession (1:1-2:46) 
B.  Solomon’s Wisdom (3:1-4:34) 
C.  Solomon’s Temple (5:1-8:66; cf. 2 Chron. 2:1-7:22) 
D.  Solomon’s Fame (9:1-10:29; cf. 2 Chron. 8:1-9:28) 
E.  Solomon’s Decline and Downfall (11:1-43) 

 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) (874-853) 
L.  The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah (22:41-50) (872-848) 
M.  The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel (22:51-53) (853-852) 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) 

 
1 Kings 12:1-33 

 
  1. Rehoboam’s Coronation.  12:1-5 
1 Then Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) went to Shechem, for all Israel had 

come to Shechem to make him king. 
2 Now it came about when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (the 

valiant warrior that Ahijah the prophet had appointed), that he was 
living in Egypt (for he was yet in Egypt, where he had fled from the 
presence of King Solomon).  (sought to kill him after the Lord told him 
that the kingdom would not fall to his son but his servant) 

3 Then they (the assembly of Israel) sent and called him, and Jeroboam 
and all the assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 
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4 "Your father (Solomon) made our yoke hard; now therefore lighten the 
hard service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we 
will serve you." 

5 Then he (Rehoboam) said to them, "Depart for three days, then return to 
me." So the people departed. 

 1. These were actually labor negotiations. 
 2. Rehoboam wisely asks for time to consider the request. 
 
  2. Rehoboam Seeks “Wise” Counsel.  12:6-11 
6 And King Rehoboam consulted with the elders who had served his father 

Solomon while he was still alive, saying, "How do you counsel me to 
answer this people?" 

7 Then they (the elders) spoke to him, saying, "If you will be a servant to 
this people today, will serve them, grant them their petition, and speak 
good words to them, then they will be your servants forever." 

8 But he (Rehoboam) forsook the counsel of the elders which they had 
given him, and consulted with the young men who grew up with him and 
served him. 

9 So he said to them, "What counsel do you give that we may answer this 
people who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which your 
father put on us'?" 

10 And the young men who grew up with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus you 
shall say to this people who spoke to you, saying, 'Your father made our 
yoke heavy, now you make it lighter for us!' But you shall speak to them, 
'My little finger is thicker than my father's loins! 

11 'Whereas my father loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; 
my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with 
scorpions.'" 

 1. Some seek counsel only seeking to confirm their opinion. 
2. One must seek God’s leading to know which counsel to 

accept, because it is not simply a matter of age. 
3. The choice was between abuse of authority and service with 

authority. 
 

  3. Rehoboam’s Edict.  12:12-15 
12 Then Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day as 

the king had directed, saying, "Return to me on the third day." 
13 And the king answered the people harshly, for he forsook the advice of the 

elders which they had given him, 
14 and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, 

"My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father 
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions." 

15 So the king did not listen to the people; for it was a turn of events from the 
LORD, that He might establish His word, which the LORD spoke through 
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

 1. The split of the kingdom was part of the divine design. 
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 2. It was the beginning of an ongoing civil war. 
 3. Jeroboam chose to abuse his authority which would have a 

lasting  affect on all Israel. 
 
  4. The Conflict Commences.  12:16-19 
16 When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people 

answered the king, saying, "What portion do we have in David? We have 
no inheritance in the son of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel! Now look after 
your own house, David!" So Israel departed to their tents. 

17 But as for the sons of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam 
reigned over them. 

18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the forced labor, and 
all Israel stoned him to death. And King Rehoboam made haste to mount 
his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 

19 So Israel has been in rebellion (PASHA’ = has the idea of deliberate 
sin) against the house of David to this day.  (during the period after the 
exile in the time of Ezra-Nehemiah) 
1. Ten tribes, called Israel, removed themselves from the 

authority of Rehoboam. 
2. They made it clear by killing his chief taskmaster that they 

would not submit to his rule. 
 

  5. Jeroboam Made King Over Israel.  12:20 
20 And it came about when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, that 

they sent and called him to the assembly and made him king over all 
Israel. None but the tribe of Judah followed the house of David. 

 1. Jeroboam was an easy selection for Israel. 
 2. He was not in the Davidic line. 
 
  6. Rehoboam’s Solution And God’s Direction.  12:21-24 
21 Now when Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the 

house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 

22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 
23 "Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the 

house of Judah and Benjamin and to the rest of the people, saying, 
24 'Thus says the LORD, "You must not go up and fight against your relatives 

the sons of Israel; return every man to his house, for this thing has come 
from Me."'" So they (Rehoboam + house of Judah and Benjamin) 
listened to the word of the LORD, and returned and went their way 
according to the word of the LORD. 
1. Rehoboam gets ready for war to take back the area that his 

father had so beautifully built. 
2. God intercedes through a man of God and for once the people, 

including the king, listened. 
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3. Rehoboam then began to defend Judah and Benjamin, the 
Southern Kingdom, by fortifying a number of cities.  2 Chr 
11:5-12 

4. The Levitical priests and Levites stayed with him.  2 Chr 11:13 
5. Jeroboam had excluded them from serving as priests to the 

Lord.  2 Chr 11:14 
 

  7. Jeroboam’s Mistakes.  12:25-33 
25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and lived 

there. And he went out from there and built Penuel. 
26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom will return to the house 

of David.  (he was afraid of losing his kingdom) 
27 "If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at 

Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to 
Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam 
king of Judah." 

28 So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, 
"It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, 
that brought you up from the land of Egypt." 

29 And he set one in Bethel (in south), and the other he put in Dan (in 
north). 

30 Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the 
one as far as Dan. 

31 And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the 
people who were not of the sons of Levi. 

32 And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of 
the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; 
thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he 
stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

33 Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth 
day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his 
own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel, and went up to 
the altar to burn incense. 

 1. Fear of loss is one of the greatest motivators of man. 
2. Jeroboam believed that he would have to stop their travel to 

Jerusalem, or they would depose him. 
3. So, he established a new religion, based on an old sin, which 

wrongly interpreted a divine event. 
4. He set one golden calf in Bethel, the “house of God.” 
5. He also established places to worship the satyrs, the goat-

gods.  2 Chr 11:15 
6. He set the other one in Dan, the “Judge.” 
7. He established a new priesthood, not sanctioned by God. 
8. He assumed the role as priest, burning incense. 
9. He established a new feast, to rival the Feast of Tabernacles. 
10. He was counterfeiting everything he could. 
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11. Some people refused to follow the new system and went to 
Judah to worship the Lord.  2 Chr 11:16-17 

 
1 Kings 13:1-34 

 
  8. Enter “The Man Of God.”  13:1-10 
1 Now behold, there came a man of God (not Shemaiah from 12:22) from 

Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, while Jeroboam was standing 
by the altar (of the golden calf) to burn incense. 

2 And he (the man of God) cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, 
and said, "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD, 'Behold, a son shall be born 
to the house of David, Josiah by name; and on you he shall sacrifice the 
priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and human bones 
shall be burned on you.'" 

3 Then he (the man of God) gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the 
sign which the LORD has spoken, 'Behold, the altar shall be split apart 
and the ashes which are on it shall be poured out.'" 

4 Now it came about when the king heard the saying of the man of God, 
which he cried against the altar in Bethel, that Jeroboam stretched out his 
hand from the altar, saying, "Seize him." But his hand which he stretched 
out against him dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. 

5 The altar also was split apart and the ashes were poured out from the 
altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of 
the LORD. 

6 And the king answered and said to the man of God, "Please entreat the 
LORD your God (not mine-even though his position had been 
prophetically ordained), and pray for me, that my hand may be restored 
to me." So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was 
restored to him, and it became as it was before. 

7 Then the king said to the man of God, "Come home with me and refresh 
yourself, and I will give you a reward." 

8 But the man of God said to the king, "If you were to give me half your 
house I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water in this 
place. 

9 "For so it was commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, 'You 
shall eat no bread, nor drink water, nor return by the way which you 
came.'" 

10 So he went another way, and did not return by the way which he came to 
Bethel. 

  9. Enter “The Old Prophet.”  13:11-19 
11 Now an old prophet was living in Bethel; and his sons came and told him 

all the deeds which the man of God had done that day in Bethel; the 
words which he had spoken to the king, these also they related to their 
father. 
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12 And their father said to them, "Which way did he (the man of God) go?" 
Now his sons had seen the way which the man of God who came from 
Judah had gone. 

13 Then he said to his sons, "Saddle the donkey for me." So they saddled the 
donkey for him and he rode away on it. 

14 So he went after the man of God and found him sitting under an oak; and 
he said to him, "Are you the man of God who came from Judah?" And he 
said, "I am." 

15 Then he said to him, "Come home with me and eat bread." 
16 And he said, "I cannot return with you, nor go with you, nor will I eat bread 

or drink water with you in this place. 
17 "For a command came to me by the word of the LORD, 'You shall eat no 

bread, nor drink water there; do not return by going the way which you 
came.'" 

18 And he (the old prophet) said to him, "I also am a prophet like you, and 
an angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD, saying, 'Bring him back 
with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.'" But he 
lied to him. 

19 So he went back with him, and ate bread in his house and drank water. 
1. The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  1 Cor 

14:32 
2. He should have tested the spirits.  1 John 4:1 
3. The old prophet was testing the young prophet, but not by 

divine sanction, or a lie would not have been used. 
 

  10. The Death Of “The Man Of God.”  13:20-25 
20 Now it came about, as they were sitting down at the table, that the word of 

the LORD came to the prophet who had brought him back; 
21 and he (the old prophet) cried to the man of God who came from Judah, 

saying, "Thus says the LORD, 'Because you (man of God) have 
disobeyed the command of the LORD, and have not observed the 
commandment which the LORD your God commanded you, 

22 but have returned and eaten bread and drunk water in the place of which 
He said to you, "Eat no bread and drink no water"; your body shall not 
come to the grave of your fathers.'" 

23 And it came about after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk, that 
he saddled the donkey for him, for the prophet whom he had brought 
back. 

24 Now when he (the man of God) had gone, a lion met him on the way and 
killed him, and his body was thrown on the road, with the donkey standing 
beside it; the lion also was standing beside the body. 

25 And behold, men passed by and saw the body thrown on the road, and 
the lion standing beside the body; so they came and told it in the city 
where the old prophet lived. 
1. We should beware of being tricked into doing something that 

we know is not God’s will. 
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2. Even when the messenger appears legitimate and sincere. 
3. This judgment caught everyone’s attention, that no one was 

immune from discipline by the Lord for disobedience. 
 4. A man of God still lives his life by the grace of God. 
 
  11. The “Old Prophet’s” Remorse.  13:26-32 
26 Now when the prophet who brought him back from the way heard it, he 

said, "It is the man of God, who disobeyed the command of the LORD; 
therefore the LORD has given him to the lion, which has torn him and 
killed him, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke to him." 

27 Then he (the old prophet) spoke to his sons, saying, "Saddle the donkey 
for me." And they saddled it. 

28 And he went and found his body thrown on the road with the donkey and 
the lion standing beside the body; the lion had not eaten the body nor torn 
the donkey. 

29 So the prophet took up the body of the man of God and laid it on the 
donkey, and brought it back and he came to the city of the old prophet to 
mourn and to bury him. 

30 And he (the old prophet) laid his (the man of God) body in his own 
grave, and they mourned over him, saying, "Alas, my brother!" 

31 And it came about after he had buried him, that he spoke to his sons, 
saying, "When I die, bury me in the grave in which the man of God is 
buried; lay my bones beside his bones. 

32 "For the thing shall surely come to pass which he cried by the word of the 
LORD against the altar in Bethel and against all the houses of the high 
places which are in the cities of Samaria." 
1. The old prophet knew that the prophecies were true because 

God administered justice for disobedience to the one He had 
sent. 

2. The old prophet saw the good that had been done in spite of 
his lie. 

 3. His desire was to be identified with the man of God. 
 
  12. Jeroboam’s Implacability.  13:33-34 
33 After this event Jeroboam did not return from his evil way, but again he 

made priests of the high places from among all the people; any who 
would, he ordained, to be priests of the high places. 

34 And this event became sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to blot it out 
and destroy it from off the face of the earth. 

 1. Notice that there was a counterfeit of a universal priesthood. 
2. Jeroboam started Israel on the road to destruction. 

 3. He too was on the path to destruction.  
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1 Kings 
Lesson 10 

 
1 Kings 14-16 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 

 
1 Kings 14:1-31 

 
  13. Rehoboam Seeks Ahijah’s Help.  14:1-3 
1 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick. 
2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, "Arise now, and disguise yourself so that 

they may not know that you are the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh (a 
town in Ephraim); behold, Ahijah the prophet is there, who spoke 
concerning me that I would be king over this people. 

3 "And take ten loaves with you, some cakes and a jar of honey, and go to 
him. He will tell you what will happen to the boy." 
1. In times of trouble, even those who have rejected the Lord may 

return to Him. 
 2. Jeroboam does not have a repentant heart though. 
 
  14. God’s Instruction To Ahijah.  14:4-5 
4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose and went to Shiloh, and came to 

the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were dim 
because of his age. 

5 Now the LORD had said to Ahijah, "Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is 
coming to inquire of you concerning her son, for he is sick. You shall say 
thus and thus to her, for it will be when she arrives that she will pretend to 
be another woman." 

 1. The Lord prepared the godly for the arrival of the ungodly. 
 2. This time, He gives special instructions. 
 
  15. Ahijah’s Judgment On Jeroboam.  14:6-14 
6 And it came about when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet coming in the 

doorway, that he said, "Come in, wife of Jeroboam, why do you pretend to 
be another woman? For I am sent to you with a harsh message. 

7 "Go, say to Jeroboam, 'Thus says the LORD God of Israel, "Because I 
exalted you (Jeroboam) from among the people and made you leader 
over My people Israel, 

8 and tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you-- 
yet you (Jeroboam) have not been like My servant David, who kept My 
commandments and who followed Me with all his heart, to do only that 
which was right in My sight; 
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9 you (Jeroboam) also have done more evil than all who were before you, 
and have gone and made for yourself other gods and molten images to 
provoke Me to anger, and have cast Me behind your back-- 

10 therefore behold, I (The Lord) am bringing calamity on the house of 
Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every male person, both bond 
and free in Israel, and I will make a clean sweep of the house of 
Jeroboam, as one sweeps away dung until it is all gone. 

11 "Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs will eat. And 
he who dies in the field the birds of the heavens will eat; for the LORD has 
spoken it."' 

12 "Now you arise, go to your house. When your feet enter the city the child 
will die. 

13 "And all Israel shall mourn for him (the child) and bury him, for he alone of 
Jeroboam's family shall come to the grave, because in him something 
good was found toward the LORD God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. 

14 "Moreover, the LORD will raise up for Himself a king over Israel who shall 
cut off the house of Jeroboam this day and from now on. 

 1. Ahijah tells her what the Lord told him to say. 
2. His discipline is severe for the counterfeit religion he 

established. 
 3. His innocent son would be given a proper burial for his 

 acceptance of the Lord. 
 4. Evil decisions harm innocent people. 
 5. Jeroboam’s line would cease. 
  
  16. Ahijah’s Judgment On Israel.  14:15-16 
15 "For the LORD will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and He 

will uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to their fathers, and 
will scatter them beyond the Euphrates River, because they have made 
their Asherim, provoking the LORD to anger. 

16 "And He will give up Israel on account of the sins of Jeroboam, which he 
committed and with which he made Israel to sin." 

 1. Israel is given grace until 721 B.C., when they fall to the 
 Assyrians. 

 2. Jeroboam began the evil actions and thus gets the majority of 
 the “credit” for them. 

 3. The kings who followed had the opportunity to change and 
return to  the worship of the Lord, but they did not. 

 
  17. Prophecy Fulfilled.  14:17-18 
17 Then Jeroboam's wife arose and departed and came to Tirzah (located 

by Mt. Ephraim, would become the capital of the northern kingdom). 
As she was entering the threshold of the house, the child died.   

18 And all Israel buried him and mourned for him, according to the word of 
the LORD which He spoke through His servant Ahijah the prophet. 

 1. God’s Word comes to pass. 
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 2. Ahijah, the prophet, was also a servant. 
 
  18. Jeroboam’s Successor.  14:19-20 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he 

reigned, behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Israel. 

20 And the time that Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two years; and he slept 
with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his place. 

 1. In Jeroboam’s 18th year, Abijah became king over Judah. 
  2 Chr 13:1-2 
 2. Jeroboam and Abijah fought a holy war, with Abijah getting 
the best    of it.  2 Chr 13:3-20 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) 

  1. Rehoboam’s Reign.  14:21-24 
21 Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was 

forty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned seventeen 
years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen from all the 
tribes of Israel to put His name there. And his mother's name was Naamah 
the Ammonitess. 

22 And Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD, and they (Judah) provoked 
Him to jealousy more than all that their fathers had done, with the sins 
which they committed. 

23 For they also built for themselves high places and sacred pillars and 
Asherim on every high hill and beneath every luxuriant tree. 

24 And there were also male cult prostitutes in the land. They did according 
to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD dispossessed 
before the sons of Israel. 

 1. The Southern Kingdom was not immune from sin and evil. 
 2. Man of them adopted the Canaanite form of worship. 
 3. Rehoboam built quite a family.  2 Chr 11:18-23 
  

2. Rehoboam’s Loss.  14:25-28 
25 Now it came about in the fifth year of King Rehoboam (925 B.C.), that 

Shishak the king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. 
26 And he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the 

treasures of the king's house, and he took everything, even taking all the 
shields of gold which Solomon had made. 

27 So King Rehoboam made shields of bronze in their place, and committed 
them to the care of the commanders of the guard who guarded the 
doorway of the king's house. 
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28 Then it happened as often as the king entered the house of the LORD, 
that the guards would carry them and would bring them back into the 
guards' room. 

 1. They forsook the law of the Lord and were invaded.  2 Chr 
12:1-4 

 2. Shemaiah was sent with a message from the Lord, to which 
 Rehoboam and others paid attention and humbled themselves.  
 2 Chr 12:5-7 

 3. God spared Rehoboam because of his acquired humility, yet 
 made  them slaves to Egypt.  2 Chr 12:8-12 

 4. Rehoboam did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the 
 Lord.  2 Chr 12:14 

 
  3. Rehoboam’s Successor.  14:29-31 
29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam and all that he did, are they not 

written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. 
31 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in 

the city of David; and his mother's name was Naamah the Ammonitess. 
And Abijam his son became king in his place. 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 

 
1 Kings 15:1-34 

  1. Abijam’s Reign-Not Good.  15:1-6 
1 Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam (913-912), the son of Nebat, 

Abijam (aka Abijah 2 Chr 13:1) became king over Judah. 
2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Maacah 

(aka Micaiah; 2 Chr 13:2) the daughter of Abishalom (aka Uriel 2 Chr 
13:2). 

 (she seemed to be a namesake of the mother of Absalom) 
3 And he (Abijam) walked in all the sins of his father which he had 

committed before him; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD 
his God, like the heart of his (great-grand) father David. 

4 But for David's sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to 
raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem; 

5 because David did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and had not 
turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, 
except in the case of Uriah the Hittite. 

6 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his 
(Abijam’s) life. 
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  2. Abijam’s Acts And Death.  15:7-8 
7 Now the rest of the acts of Abijam and all that he did, are they not written 

in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And there was war 
between Abijam and Jeroboam. 

8 And Abijam slept with his fathers and they buried him in the city of David; 
and Asa his son became king in his place. 

 1. Abijah entered one battle with Jeroboam with 400,000 men, 
fighting    against 800,000.  2 Chr 13:3 
 2. Abijah called Jeroboam to repentance.  2 Chr 13:4-7 
 3. He calls Jeroboam to surrender.  2 Chr 13:8-12 
 4. Abijah won the major battle.  2 Chr 13:13-18 
 5. Jeroboam did not recover from that loss.  2 Chr 13:19 
 6. Abijah had 14 wives, 22 sons and 16 daughters.  2 Chr 13:20 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 

 
  1. Asa’s Reign-Good.  15:9-15 
9 So in the twentieth year of Jeroboam the king of Israel (910), Asa began to 

reign as king of Judah. 
10 And he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem (910-869); and his mother's 

name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.  (a brother to Abijam) 
11 And Asa did what was right in the sight of the LORD, like David his father. 
12 He also put away the male cult prostitutes from the land, and removed all 

the idols which his fathers had made. 
13 And he also removed Maacah his mother from being queen mother 

(evidently established by his brother), because she had made a horrid 
image as an Asherah; and Asa cut down her horrid image and burned it at 
the brook Kidron. 

14 But the high places were not taken away; nevertheless the heart of Asa 
was wholly devoted to the LORD all his days. 

15 And he brought into the house of the LORD the dedicated things of his 
father and his own dedicated things: silver and gold and utensils. 

 1. The Lord had given him rest from everyone after the death of 
 Baasha.  2 Chr 14:6 

 2. He fortified his cities and had a standing army.  2 Chr 14:7-8 
 3. Before the land was at rest, they had a major military victory 

over  the million man Ethiopian army.  2 Chr 14:9-15 
 4. Asa had been warned by the prophet Azariah.  2 Chr 15:1-7 
 5. This is what instituted the reforms.  2 Chr 15:8-19 
 6. He was one of the few kings wholly devoted to the Lord. 
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  2. Civil War.  15:16-22 
16 Now there was war between Asa (910-869) and Baasha (908-886) king of 

Israel all their days.  (908-886) 
17 And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified Ramah in 

order to prevent anyone from going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah. 
18 Then Asa took all the silver and the gold which were left in the treasuries 

of the house of the LORD and the treasuries of the king's house, and 
delivered them into the hand of his servants. And King Asa sent them to 
Ben-hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Aram, who 
lived in Damascus, saying, 

19 "Let there be a treaty between you and me, as between my father and 
your father. Behold, I have sent you a present of silver and gold; go, break 
your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so that he will withdraw from me." 

20 So Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his 
armies against the cities of Israel, and conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel-beth-
maacah and all Chinneroth, besides all the land of Naphtali. 

21 And it came about when Baasha heard of it that he ceased fortifying 
Ramah, and remained in Tirzah. 

22 Then King Asa made a proclamation to all Judah-- none was exempt-- and 
they carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber with which Baasha 
had built. And King Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin and Mizpah. 

 1. A financial arrangement kept him out of a fighting war for a 
time. 

  2 Chr 16:1-6 
 2. Hanani the seer came to him and told him that he had made a 

 mistake, for which he was put in prison.  2 Chr 16:7-10 
 
  3. Asa’s Acts And Death.  15:23-24 
23 Now the rest of all the acts of Asa and all his might and all that he did and 

the cities which he built, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? But in the time of his old age he was diseased in 
his feet. 

24 And Asa slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father; and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place (872-848). 

 1. Asa did not seek the Lord for his physical problem.  2 Chr 
16:12 

 2. He planned for his death to become a spectacular event.   
  2 Chr 16:14 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
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E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 

 
  1. Nadab’s Reign-Not Good.  15:25-27 
25 Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second 

year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.  (909-
908) 

26 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his 
father (Jeroboam) and in his sin which he made Israel sin. 

27 Then Baasha the son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar conspired against 
him, and Baasha struck him down at Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines, while Nadab and all Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. 

  2. Baasha’s Taking Of The Throne.  15:28-29 
28 So Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in 

his place. 
29 And it came about, as soon as he was king, he struck down all the 

household of Jeroboam. He did not leave to Jeroboam any persons alive, 
until he had destroyed them, according to the word of the LORD, which He 
spoke by His servant Ahijah the Shilonite, 

30 and because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he 
made Israel sin, because of his provocation with which he provoked the 
LORD God of Israel to anger. 

  3. Nadab’s Acts.  15:31 
31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab and all that he did, are they not written 

in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 

 
  1. War Between Asa And Baasha.  15:32 
32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days. 
  2. Baasha’s Reign-Not Good.  15:33-34 
33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah became 

king over all Israel at Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four years. 
34 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of 

Jeroboam and in his sin which he made Israel sin. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 11 

 
1 Kings 16-18 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 

 
1 Kings 16:1-34 

  3. God’s Word To Jehu.  16:1-4 
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani against 

Baasha, saying, 
2 "Inasmuch as I (the Lord) exalted you (Baasha) from the dust and made 

you leader over My people Israel, and you have walked in the way of 
Jeroboam and have made My people Israel sin, provoking Me to anger 
with their sins, 

3 behold, I will consume Baasha and his house, and I will make your house 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

4 "Anyone of Baasha who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone of 
his who dies in the field the birds of the heavens will eat." 

  4. The Acts Of Baasha And Death.  16:5-7 
5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha and what he did and his might, are 

they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 
6 And Baasha slept with his fathers and was buried in Tirzah (the capital of 

the Northern Kingdom), and Elah his son became king in his place. 
7 Moreover, the word of the LORD through the prophet Jehu the son of 

Hanani also came against Baasha and his household, both because of all 
the evil which he did in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger with 
the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, and because 
he struck it. 

 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
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F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 

 
  1. Elah’s Reign.  16:8-11 
8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah (884), Elah the son of 

Baasha became king over Israel at Tirzah, and reigned two years. 
9 And his servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against 

him. Now he (Elah) was at Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the house of 
Arza, who was over the household at Tirzah. 

10 Then Zimri went in and struck him and put him to death, in the twenty-
seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and became king in his place. 

11 And it came about, when he became king, as soon as he sat on his 
throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha; he did not leave a single 
male, neither of his relatives nor of his friends. 

  2. Elah’s Acts And Reign.  16:12-14 
12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the household of Baasha, according to the word 

of the LORD, which He spoke against Baasha through Jehu the prophet, 
13 for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned 

and which they made Israel sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel to 
anger with their idols. 

14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah and all that he did, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 

 
  1. Zimri’s Reign (885)-Not Good.  16:15-20 
15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri (the chariot 

commander) reigned seven days at Tirzah. Now the people were camped 
against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines. 

16 And the people who were camped heard it said, "Zimri has conspired and 
has also struck down the king." Therefore all Israel made Omri, the 
commander of the army, king over Israel that day in the camp. 

17 Then Omri and all Israel with him went up from Gibbethon, and they 
besieged Tirzah. 
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18 And it came about, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went 
into the citadel of the king's house and burned the king's house over him 
with fire, and died, 

19 because of his sins which he sinned, doing evil in the sight of the LORD, 
walking in the way of Jeroboam (in only 7 days), and in his sin which he 
did, making Israel sin. 

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri and his conspiracy which he carried out, 
are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 

  1. Israel Divides.  16:21-24 
21 Then the people of Israel (northern kingdom) were divided into two parts: 

half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; the 
other half followed Omri. 

22 But the people who followed Omri prevailed over the people who followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath. And Tibni died and Omri became king. 

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah (979), Omri became king over 
Israel, and reigned twelve years; he reigned six years at Tirzah. 

24 And he bought the hill Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver (now 
had value.  No value in the time of Solomon.  The economy was in a 
recession); and he built on the hill, and named the city which he built 
Samaria, after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill. 

  2. Omri’s Reign-Not Good.  16:25-28 
25 And Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, and acted more wickedly than 

all who were before him. 
26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and in his sins 

which he made Israel sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel with their 
idols. 

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did and his might which he 
showed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 

28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria; and Ahab his 
son became king in his place. 
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I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) (874-853) 

  1. Ahab’s Reign-Not Good.  16:29-30 
29 Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel in the thirty-eighth 

year of Asa king of Judah, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in 
Samaria twenty-two years. 

30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all 
who were before him.  (Summary verse with explanation to follow) 

  2. Ahab’s Marriage To Jezebel.  16:31-34 
31 And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in 

the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and (Ahab) went to serve Baal 
and worshiped him. 

32 So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in 
Samaria. 

33 And Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the 
LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 

34 In his days Hiel the Bethelite (re)built Jericho; he laid its foundations with 
the loss of Abiram his first-born, and set up its gates with the loss of his 
youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which He spoke 
by Joshua the son of Nun.  Josh 6:26-27 

26 Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, saying, " Cursed before 
the LORD is the man who rises up and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his 
firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and with the loss of his youngest son he shall 
set up its gates." 27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the 
land. 
 

1 Kings 17:1-24 
  3. Elijah’s Delivers A Prophecy.  17:1-7 
1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead (settlements of 

Reuben and Gad; east of Jordan, north of Dead Sea to Sea of 
Galilee), said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before 
whom I (Elijah) stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these 
years, except by my word." 

2 And the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 
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3 (Elijah) "Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the 
brook Cherith (runs into the Jordan just north of the Dead Sea), which 
is east of the Jordan. 

4 "And it shall be that you shall drink of the brook, and I have commanded 
the ravens to provide for you there." 

5 So he went and did according to the word of the LORD, for he went and 
lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 

6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and 
meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook. 

7 And it happened after a while, that the brook dried up, because there was 
no rain in the land. 

  4. Elijah Receives Instructions.  17:8-16 
8 Then the word of the LORD came to him (Elijah), saying, 
9 "Arise, go to Zarephath (10 miles north of Tyre, lying on the Med.), 

which belongs to Sidon (center of Baal worship), and stay there; behold, 
I have commanded a widow there to provide for you." 

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the 
city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and 
said, "Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may drink." 

11 And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, "Please bring me 
a piece of bread in your hand." 

12 But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have no bread, only a 
handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am 
gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, 
that we may eat it and die." 

13 Then Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make 
me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and afterward you 
may make one for yourself and for your son. 

14 "For thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'The bowl of flour shall not be 
exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the LORD 
sends rain on the face of the earth.'" 

15 So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and 
her household ate for many days. 

16 The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, 
according to the word of the LORD which He spoke through Elijah. 

  5. Elijah’s Prayer And The Miracle.  17:17-24 
17 Now it came about after these things, that the son of the woman, the 

mistress of the house, became sick; and his sickness was so severe, that 
there was no breath left in him. 

18 So she said to Elijah, "What do I have to do with you, O man of God? You 
have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance, and to put my son 
to death!" 

19 And he said to her, "Give me your son." Then he took him from her bosom 
and carried him up to the upper room where he was living, and laid him on 
his own bed. 
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20 And he called to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, have You also 
brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son 
to die?" 

21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the 
LORD, and said, "O LORD my God, I pray You, let this child's life 
(NEPHESH = soul) return to him."  (upon his inward parts) 

22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned 
to him and he revived. 

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper room into 
the house and gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, "See, your son is 
alive." 

24 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth." 

 1. In spite of the miracle of physical provision, the young man 
 became fatally ill. 

 2. The woman who had spoken of “your God” thought her sins 
 were  the issue with her son’s death.  Cf John 9:3 

 3. Elijah did not understand why God had done this. 
 4. Yet the woman exercised some faith in letting the prophet take 

 her son to his quarters. 
 5. Elijah symbolically evoked the Triune God by stretching out 

 himself on the lad. 
 6. Paul did a similar act to restore Eutychus.  Acts 20:10 
 7. While living in the midst of a miracle, one still needs to walk by 

 faith. 
 8. Peter knelt down and prayed to restore Tabitha.  Acts 9:36-43 
 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) (874-853) 

 
1 Kings 18:1-46 

  6. God Challenges Elijah.  18:1-6 
1 Now it came about after many days, that the word of the LORD came to 

Elijah in the third year (Rev 11:1-6), saying, "Go, show yourself to Ahab, 
and I will send rain on the face of the earth." 
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2 So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in 
Samaria. 

3 And Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household. (Now Obadiah 
feared the LORD greatly; 

4 for it came about, when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the LORD, that 
Obadiah (prophesied about 840 B.C. concerning Edom, could be the 
same one) took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave, and 
provided them with bread and water.) 

5 Then Ahab said to Obadiah, "Go through the land to all the springs of 
water and to all the valleys; perhaps we will find grass and keep the 
horses and mules alive, and not have to kill some of the cattle." 

6 So they divided the land between them to survey it; Ahab went one way by 
himself and Obadiah went another way by himself. 

  7. Elijah Challenges Obadiah.  18:7-16 
7 Now as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him, and he 

recognized him and fell on his face and said, "Is this you, Elijah my 
master?" 

8 And he said to him, "It is I. Go, say to your master, 'Behold, Elijah is here.'" 
9 And he said, "What sin have I committed, that you are giving your servant 

into the hand of Ahab, to put me to death? 
10 "As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my 

master has not sent to search for you; and when they said, 'He is not 
here,' he made the kingdom or nation swear that they could not find you. 

11 "And now you are saying, 'Go, say to your master, "Behold, Elijah is 
here."' 

12 "And it will come about when I leave you that the Spirit of the LORD will 
carry you where I do not know; so when I come and tell Ahab and he 
cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the 
LORD from my youth. 

13 "Has it not been told to my master what I did when Jezebel killed the 
prophets of the LORD, that I hid a hundred prophets of the LORD by fifties 
in a cave, and provided them with bread and water? 

14 "And now you are saying, 'Go, say to your master, "Behold, Elijah is 
here"'; he will then kill me." 

15 And Elijah said, "As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will 
surely show myself to him today." 

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. 

 1. Obadiah although in awe of Elijah is reluctant to obey him. 
 2. Prophets must take steps of faith too. 
 
  8. Elijah Challenges Ahab.  18:17-19 
17 And it came about, when Ahab saw Elijah that Ahab said to him, "Is this 

you, you troubler of Israel?" 
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18 And he said, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house 
have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and 
you have followed the Baals. 

19 "Now then send and gather to me all Israel at Mount Carmel, together with 
450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel's table." 

  9. Elijah Challenges The People.  18:20-24 
20 So Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel, and brought the 

prophets together at Mount Carmel. 
21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you 

hesitate between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if 
Baal, follow him." But the people did not answer him a word. 

22 Then Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the LORD, but 
Baal's prophets are 450 men.  (First step into fear and aloneness.  
False assumption.  Obadiah had hidden 100 of them and told Elijah 
about it) 

23 "Now let them give us two oxen; and let them choose one ox for 
themselves and cut it up, and place it on the wood, but put no fire under it; 
and I will prepare the other ox, and lay it on the wood, and I will not put a 
fire under it. 

24 "Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the 
LORD, and the God who answers by fire, He is God." And all the people 
answered and said, "That is a good idea." 

  10. Elijah Challenges The Prophets Of Baal.  18:25-29 
25 So Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one ox for yourselves and 

prepare it first for you are many, and call on the name of your god, but put 
no fire under it." 

26 Then they took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and 
called on the name of Baal from morning until noon saying, "O Baal, 
answer us." But there was no voice and no one answered. And they 
leaped about the altar which they made. 

27 And it came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Call out 
with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is 
on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened." 

28 So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their 
custom with swords and lances until the blood gushed out on them. 

29 And it came about when midday was past, that they raved until the time of 
the offering of the evening sacrifice; but there was no voice, no one 
answered, and no one paid attention. 

  11. Elijah Calls On The Lord.  18:30-40 
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people 

came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD which had been 
torn down. 

31 And Elijah took twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Israel 
shall be your name." 
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32 So with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he 
made a trench around the altar, large enough to hold two measures of 
seed. 

33 Then he arranged the wood and cut the ox in pieces and laid it on the 
wood. And he said, "Fill four pitchers with water and pour it on the burnt 
offering and on the wood." 

34 And he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time. And he 
said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time. 

35 And the water flowed around the altar, and he also filled the trench with 
water. 

36 Then it came about at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that 
Elijah the prophet came near and said, "O LORD, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel, and that 
I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. 

37 "Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You, O 
LORD, are God, and that You have turned their heart back again." 

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt offering and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The 
LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God." 

40 Then Elijah said to them, "Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of 
them escape." So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

  12. The Race.  18:41-46 
41 Now Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of 

the roar of a heavy shower." 
42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; 

and he crouched down on the earth, and put his face between his knees. 
43 And he said to his servant, "Go up now, look toward the sea." So he went 

up and looked and said, "There is nothing." And he said, "Go back" seven 
times. 

44 And it came about at the seventh time, that he said, "Behold, a cloud as 
small as a man's hand is coming up from the sea." And he said, "Go up, 
say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the heavy shower 
does not stop you.'" 

45 So it came about in a little while, that the sky grew black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 

46 Then the hand of the LORD was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins and 
outran Ahab to Jezreel. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 12 

 
1 Kings 19-20 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) (874-853) 

 
1 Kings 19:1-21 

  13. Elijah’s Fear.  19:1-8 
1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he (Elijah) had 

killed all the prophets with the sword. 
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to 

me and even more, if I (Jezebel) do not make your life as the life of one of 
them (her prophets) by tomorrow about this time."  (That will happen, 
but not at the hand of her gods) 

3 And he (Elijah) was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to 
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah (about 40 miles SW of Jerusalem-
he covered a lot of ground), and left his servant there. 

4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a juniper tree (a refuge from the heat, not much, but about 
all that is available); and he requested for himself that he might die, and 
said, "It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers." 

5 And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was an 
angel touching him, and he said to him, "Arise, eat." 

6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake baked on 
hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again. 

7 And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him 
and said, "Arise, eat, because the journey is too great for you." 

8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty 
days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God (aka Mt Sinai, about 
100 miles farther south). 

 1. Even prophet’s can become afraid. 
 2. Elijah was ready to die indicating the depth of his fear. 
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3. After great victories can come great defeats, when one gets 
their eyes off the Lord and on themselves. 

4. The Lord sent Elijah food to show him that it was not in His 
plan for Elijah to die then. 

5. Elijah’s despair sent him even farther away from Ahab. 
6. The Lord often sustains us even in the midst of our own 

stupidity. 
 
  14. Elijah’s Arrogance.  19:9-10 
9 Then he came there to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of 

the LORD came to him, and He said to him, "What are you doing here, 
Elijah?" 

10 And he said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 
for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Yours altars 
and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away." 

 1. The Lord asks Elijah a question for Elijah’s benefit. 
2. Elijah professes his past attachment to the Lord and bravery in 

the face of opposition. 
3. The he makes a statement that reveals both his arrogance and 

his fear. 
4. It is as though he thinks the Lord is not aware of his present 

circumstances. 
 
  15. Elijah’s Continued Arrogance.  19:11-14 
11 So He said, "Go forth, and stand on the mountain before the LORD." And 

behold, the LORD was passing by! And a great and strong wind was 
rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the LORD; 
but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake. 

12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after 
the fire a sound of a gentle blowing (the still, small voice). 

13 And it came about when Elijah heard it (the still, small voice), that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out (finally obeys the “go 
forth” of V11) and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice 
came to him and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  (same 
question He asked him in verse 9) 

14 Then he said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 
for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Yours altars 
and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away." 
1. Elijah gets a “replay” of the Lord’s revelation of Himself to the 

Jews shortly after the Exodus, some 600 years before. 
2. As Moses had gotten a glimpse of the Lord, so Elijah had the 

opportunity. 
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3. The prophet had gone to the place of the giving of the Law, yet 
was “far away” from enjoying the fellowship of the Lord. 

4. Arrogance and self-pity keeps us from enjoying His presence. 
 

  16. The Truth.  19:15-18 
15 And the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus (the north country), and when you have arrived, you shall 
anoint Hazael king over Aram; (would be done by Elisha; 2 Kg 8) 

16 and Jehu the son (Jehoshaphat, son) of Nimshi you shall anoint king 
over Israel (would also be done by Elisha; 2 Kg 9); and Elisha the son 
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 

17 "And it shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael, 
Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu, 
Elisha shall put to death. 

18 "Yet I will leave 7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal 
and every mouth that has not kissed him." 

 1. The Lord still had some business for Elijah to carry out. 
 2. Elijah was not alone. 
 
  17. Elijah’s New Minister.  19:19-21 
19 So he (Elijah) departed from there and found Elisha (“My God is 

salvation”) the son of Shaphat (name means “to judge”), while he was 
plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth. And 
Elijah passed over to him and threw his mantle on him. 

20 And he (Elisha) left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, "Please let me 
kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you." And he said to him, 
"Go back again, for what have I done to you?" 

21 So he (Elisha) returned from following him (Elijah), and took the pair of 
oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the implements of the 
oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate. Then he arose and followed 
Elijah and ministered to him. 

 1. Elijah didn’t want to wish his plight as a prophet on anyone. 
 2. He told Elisha to go and say goodbye to his parents. 

3. Elisha was a willing servant, who left it all and went to minister 
to Elijah. 

 
1 Kings 20:1-43 

  18. Ahab’s Cowardice.  20:1-6 
1 Now Ben-hadad king of Aram gathered all his army, and there were thirty-

two kings with him, and horses and chariots. And he went up and 
besieged Samaria, and fought against it. 

2 Then he (Ben-Hadad) sent messengers to the city to Ahab king of Israel, 
and said to him, "Thus says Ben-hadad, 

3 'Your (singular) silver and your gold are mine; your most beautiful wives 
and children are also mine.'" 
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4 And the king of Israel (Ahab) answered and said, "It is according to your 
word, my lord, O king; I am yours, and all that I have." 

5 Then the messengers returned and said, "Thus says Ben-hadad, 'Surely, I 
sent to you saying, "You shall give me your silver and your gold and your 
wives and your children," 

6 but about this time tomorrow I will send my servants to you, and they will 
search your house and the houses of your servants; and it shall come 
about, whatever is desirable in your eyes, they will take in their hand and 
carry away.'" 

  19. Opposition To Ahab’s Decision.  20:7-12 
7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, "Please 

observe and see how this man is looking for trouble; for he sent to me for 
my wives and my children and my silver and my gold, and I did not refuse 
him." 

8 And all the elders and all the people said to him, "Do not listen or 
consent." 

9 So he said to the messengers of Ben-hadad, "Tell my lord the king, 'All 
that you sent for to your servant at the first I will do, but this thing I cannot 
do.'" (let you come in and search the house) And the messengers 
departed and brought him word again. 

10 And Ben-hadad sent to him and said, "May the gods do so to me and 
more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the 
people who follow me." 

11 Then the king of Israel answered and said, "Tell him, 'Let not him who 
girds on his armor boast like him who takes it off.'" 

12 And it came about when Ben-hadad heard this message, as he was 
drinking with the kings in the temporary shelters, that he said to his 
servants, "Station yourselves." So they stationed themselves against the 
city. 

 1. Ahab found himself politically in the middle. 
 2. He tried to appeal to him as a great peacemaker. 
 
  20. Divine Instructions To Ahab.  20:13-15 
13 Now behold, a prophet (not Elijah, there were others) approached Ahab 

king of Israel and said, "Thus says the LORD, 'Have you seen all this 
great multitude? Behold, I will deliver them into your hand today, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.'" 

14 And Ahab said, "By whom?" So he said, "Thus says the LORD, 'By the 
young men of the rulers of the provinces.'" Then he said, "Who shall begin 
the battle?" And he answered, "You." 

15 Then he mustered the young men of the rulers of the provinces, and there 
were 232; and after them he mustered all the people, even all the sons of 
Israel, 7,000. 

 1. Ahab is in such a bad position he is willing to listen to anyone. 
 2. What has he got to lose? 
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  21. Ben-Hadad’s Instructions.  20:16-18 
16 And they went out at noon, while Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in 

the temporary shelters with the thirty-two kings who helped him. 
17 And the young men of the rulers of the provinces went out first; and Ben-

hadad sent out and they (the ones he sent) told him, saying, "Men have 
come out from Samaria." 

18 Then he said, "If they have come out for peace, take them alive; or if they 
have come out for war, take them alive." 

 1. Ben-hadad was looking for slaves. 
 2. In his arrogance he thought it would be a simple task. 
 
  22. The Lord’s Victory.  20:19-21 
19 So these went out from the city, the young men of the rulers of the 

provinces, and the army which followed them. 
20 And they killed each his man; and the Arameans fled, and Israel pursued 

them, and Ben-hadad king of Aram escaped on a horse with horsemen. 
21 And the king of Israel went out and struck the horses and chariots, and 

killed the Arameans with a great slaughter. 
1. The young men were blessed by God and had a potential for a 

great future. 
2. They would need to place the credit on Whom it belonged. 
3. Looks like even Ahab got involved in the battle. 

 
  23. More Divine Instruction.  20:22 
22 Then the prophet came near to the king of Israel, and said to him, "Go, 

strengthen yourself and observe and see what you have to do; for at the 
turn of the year the king of Aram will come up against you." 

 1. This was a prophecy of another fight. 
 2. It could be expected since Ben-hadad escaped. 
 
  24. Ben-Hadad Regroups.  20:23-25 
23 Now the servants of the king of Aram said to him, "Their gods are gods of 

the mountains, therefore they were stronger than we; but rather let us fight 
against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. 

24 "And do this thing: remove the kings, each from his place, and put 
captains in their place, 

25 and muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse, and 
chariot for chariot. Then we will fight against them in the plain, and surely 
we shall be stronger than they. "And he listened to their voice and did so. 
1. Ben-hadad was listening to his servants rather than to those 

who might have some military savvy. 
2. Their theological evaluation was wrong and thus their strategy 

had a fatal flaw. 
 

  25. Another Victory For The Lord.  20:26-30 
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26 So it came about at the turn of the year, that Ben-hadad mustered the 
Arameans and went up to Aphek to fight against Israel.  (just as the 
prophet had told Ahab) 

27 And the sons of Israel were mustered and were provisioned and went to 
meet them; and the sons of Israel camped before them like two little flocks 
of goats, but the Arameans filled the country. 

28 Then a man of God came near and spoke to the king of Israel and said, 
"Thus says the LORD, 'Because the Arameans have said, "The LORD is a 
god of the mountains, but He is not a god of the valleys"; therefore I will 
give all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am 
the LORD.'" 

29 So they camped one over against the other seven days. And it came 
about that on the seventh day, the battle was joined, and the sons of Israel 
killed of the Arameans 100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 

30 But the rest fled to Aphek into the city, and the wall fell on 27,000 men 
who were left. And Ben-hadad fled and came into the city into an inner 
chamber. 

 1. The prophecy came true and the sons of Israel were prepared. 
 2. Ahab had enough common sense to listen to the prophet. 

3. A “man of God” got the privilege of telling Ahab why the battle 
would be won. 

4. Just another example of the importance of being on God’s 
side. 

 
  26. Ahab Makes A Covenant With Ben-Hadad.  20:31-34 
31 And his servants said to him (Ben-hadad), "Behold now, we have heard 

that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings, please let us put 
sackcloth on our loins and ropes on our heads, and go out to the king of 
Israel; perhaps he will save your life." 

32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins and put ropes on their heads, and 
came to the king of Israel and said, "Your servant Ben-hadad says, 
'Please let me live.'" And he (Ahab) said, "Is he still alive? He is my 
brother."  (we worship the same gods) 

33 Now the men took this as an omen, and quickly catching his word said, 
"Your brother Ben-hadad." Then he (Ahab) said, "Go, bring him." Then 
Ben-hadad came out to him, and he (Ahab) took him up into the chariot. 

34 And Ben-hadad said to him, "The cities which my father took from your 
father I will restore, and you shall make streets for yourself in Damascus, 
as my father made in Samaria." Ahab said, "And I will let you go with this 
covenant." So he made a covenant with him and let him go. 

 1. Ben-hadad plays on Ahab’s weakness of the desire for Fame. 
2. Ahab does not seek to inquire of the One who gave him the 

victory. 
 
  27. The Prophetic Word.  20:35-43 
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35 Now a certain man of the sons of the prophets (not Elijah) said to another 
by the word of the LORD, "Please strike me." But the man refused to 
strike him. 

36 Then he said to him, "Because you have not listened to the voice of the 
LORD, behold, as soon as you have departed from me, a lion will kill you." 
And as soon as he had departed from him a lion found him, and killed him. 

37 Then he found another man and said, "Please strike me." And the man 
struck him, wounding him. 

38 So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the way, and disguised 
himself with a bandage over his eyes. 

39 And as the king passed by, he cried to the king and said, "Your servant 
went out into the midst of the battle; and behold, a man turned aside and 
brought a man to me and said, 'Guard this man; if for any reason he is 
missing, then your life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent of 
silver.' 

40 "And while your servant was busy here and there, he was gone." And the 
king of Israel said to him, "So shall your judgment be; you yourself have 
decided it." 

41 Then he hastily took the bandage away from his eyes, and the king of 
Israel recognized him that he was of the prophets. 

42 And he (the prophet) said to him, "Thus says the LORD, 'Because you 
have let go out of your hand the man whom I had devoted to destruction, 
therefore your life shall go for his life, and your people for his people.'" 

43 So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and vexed, and came to 
Samaria. 
1. Here is yet another picture of the importance of obedience. 
2. The great men of the Bible often did more damage to 

themselves than their enemies did. 
 3. Elijah again was not in the picture, but again he was not alone. 
 4. This pronouncement sent Ahab into depression. 
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1 Kings 
Lesson 12 

 
1 Kings 21-22 

 
I.  The United Kingdom: The Forty Year Reign of Solomon. (1:1-11) 
II.  The Divided Kingdom: The First Eighty Years. (12-22) 

A.  The Cause of Division (12:1-24) 
B.  The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) (930-909) 
C.  The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) (930-913) 
D.  The Reign of Abijam in Judah (15:1-8) (913-910) 
E.  The Reign of Asa in Judah (15:9-24) (910-869) 
F.  The Reign of Nadab in Israel (15:25-31) (909-908) 
G.  The Reign of Baasha in Israel (15:32-16:7) (908-886) 
H.  The Reign of Elah in Israel (16:8-14) (886-885) 
I.  The Reign of Zimri in Israel (16:15-20) (885) 
J.  The Reign of Omri in Israel (16:21-28) (885-874) 
K.  The Reign of Ahab in Israel (16:29-22:40) (874-853) 

 
1 Kings 21:1-29 

  28. Ahab’s Greed.  21:1-4 
1 Now it came about after these things , that Naboth the Jezreelite had a 

vineyard which was in Jezreel beside the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 
2 And Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, "Give me your vineyard, that I may 

have it for a vegetable garden because it is close beside my house, and I 
will give you a better vineyard than it in its place; if you like, I will give you 
the price of it in money." 

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, "The LORD forbid me that I should give you the 
inheritance of my fathers." 

4 So Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed because of the word which 
Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he said, "I will not give you 
the inheritance of my fathers." And he lay down on his bed and turned 
away his face and ate no food. 

 1. Naboth represents those who find value in things other than 
 money. 

 2. Ahab represents those who just find value in things. 
 3. Those focused on things who do not get what they want easily 

 become depressed and bitter. 
 
  29. Jezebel’s Intervention.  21:5-7 
5 But Jezebel his wife came to him and said to him, "How is it that your spirit 

is so sullen that you are not eating food?" 
6 So he said to her, "Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to 

him, 'Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, I will give 
you a vineyard in its place.' But he said, 'I will not give you my vineyard.'" 
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7 And Jezebel his wife said to him, "Do you now reign over Israel? Arise, eat 
bread, and let your heart be joyful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite." 

 1. Ahab’s loving wife {:)} Jezebel notices her husband’s 
 sullenness. 

 2. So she promises him that she will get it for him. 
 3. Jezebel represents those who will do anything to get what they 

 want. 
 
  30. Jezebel’s Plan.  21:8-10 
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal, and 

sent letters to the elders and to the nobles who were living with Naboth in 
his city. 

9 Now she wrote in the letters, saying, "Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth at 
the head of the people; 

10 and seat two worthless men before him, and let them testify against him, 
saying, 'You cursed God and the king.' Then take him out and stone him 
to death." 

 1. Jezebel is a forger. 
 2. Jezebel is a planner of evil schemes. 
 3. Jezebel has no love for her neighbor. 
 
  31. The Execution Of Her Plan.  21:11-14 
11 So the men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did 

as Jezebel had sent word to them, just as it was written in the letters 
which she had sent them. 

12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the people. 
13 Then the two worthless men came in and sat before him; and the 

worthless men testified against him, even against Naboth, before the 
people, saying, "Naboth cursed God and the king." So they took him 
outside the city and stoned him to death with stones. 

14 Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying, "Naboth has been stoned, and is 
dead." 

 1. The “men of Jezreel” were not really “men.” 
 2. They became co-conspirators with her to harm an innocent 

man. 
 3. Politicians often care only for themselves. 
 4. These men represent the machination of a conspiracy. 
 
  32. The Report To Ahab.  21:15-16 
15 And it came about when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and 

was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take possession of the 
vineyard of Naboth, the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for 
money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead." 
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16 And it came about when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab 
arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take 
possession of it. 

 1. Jezebel brought the “good news” to her husband. 
 2. Ahab did not bother to ask how he died, indicating his lack of 

 care  for those allotted to his charge. 
 
  33. Instructions To Elijah.  21:17-19 
17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 
18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he 

is in the vineyard of Naboth where he has gone down to take possession 
of it. 

19 "And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "Have you 
murdered, and also taken possession?"' And you shall speak to him, 
saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "In the place where the dogs licked up the 
blood of Naboth the dogs shall lick up your blood, even yours."'" 

 1. Elijah was put back into service. 
 2. Elijah was to accuse Ahab of murder, indicating that Ahab 

really  knew what had happened. 
 
  34. The Judgment On Ahab And Jezebel.  21:20-24 
20 And Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, O my enemy?" And he 

answered, "I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in 
the sight of the LORD. 

21 "Behold, I will bring evil upon you, and will utterly sweep you away, and 
will cut off from Ahab every male, both bond and free in Israel; 

22 and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the 
provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and because you 
have made Israel sin. 

23 "And of Jezebel also has the LORD spoken, saying, 'The dogs shall eat 
Jezebel in the district of Jezreel.' 

24 "The one belonging to Ahab, who dies in the city, the dogs shall eat, and 
the one who dies in the field the birds of heaven shall eat." 

 1. Elijah boldly enters back into the battle. 
 2. The message he brought to Ahab was one of judgment. 
 3. It was wrapped in a prophetic proclamation. 
 4. Ahab had “sold himself” indicating that he compromised that 

 which  was right and good to fulfill his greedy desires. 
 
  35. The Summary Of Ahab’s Life.  21:25-26 
25 Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the sight 

of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife incited him. 
26 And he acted very abominably in following idols, according to all that the 

Amorites had done, whom the LORD cast out before the sons of Israel. 
 1. Ahab and Jezebel set a new “standard” for evil. 
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 2. They had contaminated the land to a greater degree than their 
 predecessors. 

 
  36. Ahab’s Remorse.  21:27-29 
27 And it came about when Ahab heard these words, that he tore his clothes 

and put on sackcloth and fasted, and he lay in sackcloth and went about 
despondently. 

28 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 
29  "Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he has 

humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the evil in his days, but I will 
bring the evil upon his house in his son's days." 

 1. Ahab did experience a true remorse that got the Lord’s 
 attention. 

 2. Sparing Ahab was a test for Elijah and another demonstration 
 of His grace. 

 3. Even a little bit of humility can go a long way. 
 

1 Kings 22:1-53 
 

  37. Jehoshaphat’s Request Of Ahab.  22:1-4 
1 And three years passed without war between Aram and Israel. 
2 And it came about in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 

came down to the king of Israel. 
3 Now the king of Israel said to his servants, "Do you know that Ramoth-

gilead belongs to us, and we are still doing nothing to take it out of the 
hand of the king of Aram?" 

4 And he said to Jehoshaphat, "Will you go with me to battle at Ramoth-
gilead?" And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, "I am as you are, my 
people as your people, my horses as your horses." 

 1. Jehoshaphat had allied himself with Ahab by marriage.  2 Chr 
18:1 

 2. Ahab put on a great show of honoring Jehoshaphat before he 
 asked him for help.  2 Chr 18:2-3 

 3. These kings seemed to think that this would unite Israel again. 
 4. Remember that there had been no war for three years. 
 5. How humble was Ahab now? 
 
  38. Seeking The Word Of The Lord.  22:5-12 
5 Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, "Please inquire first for 

the word of the LORD."  (Jehoshaphat still worshipped Yahweh) 
6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred 

men, and said to them, "Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle or shall 
I refrain?" And they said, "Go up, for the Lord (ADONAY = Lord, but not 
necessarily Yahweh, does not say “The Lord”; 2 Chr 18:5 says 
“Elohim” which indicates “gods” in context) will give it into the hand of 
the king." 
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7 But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not yet a prophet of the LORD here, that 
we may inquire of him?" 

8 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "There is yet one man by 
whom we may inquire of the LORD, but I hate him, because he does not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah." But 
Jehoshaphat said, "Let not the king say so."  (i.e. the king should not 
make those kind of statements) 

9 Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, "Bring quickly Micaiah 
son of Imlah." 

10 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting each on 
his throne, arrayed in their robes, at the threshing floor at the entrance of 
the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were prophesying before them. 

11 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made horns of iron for himself and 
said, "Thus says the LORD, 'With these you shall gore the Arameans until 
they are consumed.'" 

12 And all the prophets were prophesying thus, saying, "Go up to Ramoth-
gilead and prosper, for the LORD will give it into the hand of the king." 
1. Ahab inquired of the prophets of Baal who had been 

replenished  after the earlier destruction. 
 2. They indicated that “a lord” or gods would give them the 

 victory. 
 3. Jehoshaphat though wanted a prophet of Yahweh. 
 4. Jehoshaphat represents the person who knows the right thing 

 to do and sets it aside for political expediency. 
5. One of Ahab’s prophets made horns of iron representing the 

united front of Israel and Judah becoming a military power. 
6. Notice that Ahab did not mention Elijah, which indicated that 

he was afraid of him. 
 
  39. Micaiah, The Prophet’s Promise.  22:13-14 
13 Then the messenger who went to summon Micaiah spoke to him saying, 

"Behold now, the words of the prophets are uniformly favorable to the 
king. Please let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak 
favorably." 

14 But Micaiah said, "As the LORD lives, what the LORD says to me, that I 
will speak." 

 1. Micaiah could have been in the line of Asaph, the choir 
 director priest.  Neh 12:35 

 2. The messenger of God is to be just that, a messenger of God. 
 
  40. The Conversation.  22:15-18 
15 When he came to the king (Ahab, he is in Israel and summoned by the 

king of Israel), the king said to him, "Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-
gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?" And he answered him, "Go up and 
succeed, and the LORD will give it into the hand of the king." 
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16 Then the king said to him, "How many times must I adjure you to speak to 
me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?" 

17 So he said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep which 
have no shepherd. And the LORD said, 'These have no master. Let each 
of them return to his house in peace.'" 

18 Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell you that he 
would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?" 

 1. Micaiah told Ahab to listen to his prophets. 
 2. Ahab had chosen to consult them first, rather than seek the 

 counsel of the Lord. 
 3. Notice that even Ahab did not trust his prophets. 

4. Self-centered people have difficulty finding anyone that can 
truly trust. 

 
  41. The Angelic Conflict.  22:19-23 
19 And Micaiah said, "Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD 

sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His 
right and on His left. 

20 "And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-
gilead?' And one said this while another said that. 

21 "Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD and said, 'I will 
entice him.' 

22 "And the LORD said to him, 'How?' And he said, 'I will go out and be a 
deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' Then He said, 'You are to 
entice him and also prevail. Go and do so.' 

23 "Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth 
of all these your prophets; and the LORD has proclaimed disaster against 
you." 

 1. All the “host of heaven” includes some of Satan’s angels until 
 the Tribulation.  Rev 12 

 2. The Lord put out an offer. 
 3. Satan’s angels took the bait, even though Satan and the 

 prophets of Baal were supposed to be on the same side. 
 4. This displays the divided kingdom of Satan that will fall. 
 
  42. Micaiah Imprisoned.  22:24-28 
24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near and struck Micaiah on 

the cheek and said, "How did the Spirit of the LORD pass from me to 
speak to you?" 

25 And Micaiah said, "Behold, you (Zedekiah) shall see on that day when 
you enter an inner room to hide yourself." 

26 Then the king of Israel said, "Take Micaiah and return him to Amon the 
governor of the city and to Joash the king's son; 

27 and say, 'Thus says the king, "Put this man in prison, and feed him 
sparingly with bread and water until I return safely."'" 
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28 And Micaiah said, "If you indeed return safely the LORD has not spoken 
by me." And he said, "Listen, all you people." 

 1. Zedekiah claimed to one have the Spirit of Yahweh. 
2. His visual aid that encourage Israel was actually prophetic of 

Israel  getting gored. 
 3. Micaiah accepts what awaits him, but refuses to change the 

 prophetic message. 
 
  43. The Cowardly Kings.  22:29-33 
29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up against 

Ramoth-gilead. 
30 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go 

into the battle, but you put on your robes." So the king of Israel disguised 
himself and went into the battle. 

31 Now the king of Aram had commanded the thirty-two captains of his 
chariots, saying, "Do not fight with small or great, but with the king of Israel 
alone." 

32 So it came about, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that 
they said, "Surely it is the king of Israel," and they turned aside to fight 
against him, and Jehoshaphat cried out. 

33 Then it happened, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not 
the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. 
1. Ahab did not enter into battle in full colors, but knowing how 

the Arameans fought set up Jehoshaphat as the target. 
 2. He wanted Israel and Judah united, with him as the king. 
 3. Jehoshaphat wanted no part of the battle. 
 4. He cried for help to Yahweh and was delivered.  2 Chr 18:31 
 
  44. Time’s Up For Ahab.  22:34-36 
34 Now a certain man drew his bow at random and struck the king of Israel in 

a joint of the armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, "Turn around, 
and take me out of the fight; for I am severely wounded." 

35 And the battle raged that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot 
in front of the Arameans, and died at evening, and the blood from the 
wound ran into the bottom of the chariot. 

36 Then a cry passed throughout the army close to sunset, saying, "Every 
man to his city and every man to his country." 

 1. This is part of the fulfillment of Micaiah’s prophecy.  22:17 
 2. Israel is now a group of sheep without a shepherd, which is 

 indicative of the fact they were not following the Chief 
 Shepherd. 

 
  45. Fulfillment Of Elijah’s Prophecy.  22:37-40 
37 So the king died and was brought to Samaria, and they buried the king in 

Samaria. 
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38 And they washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked 
up his blood (now the harlots bathed themselves there), according to the 
word of the LORD which He spoke. 

39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did and the ivory house 
which he built and all the cities which he built, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

40 So Ahab slept with his fathers, and Ahaziah his son became king in his 
place. 

 1. Elijah’s prophecy came true.  21:19 
 2. Jehoshaphat returned safely to his house in Jerusalem.   

2 Chr 19:1 
 3. The Lord found some good in Jehoshaphat and spared his life. 
  2 Chr 19:2-4 
 
  46. Jehoshaphat’s Eulogy.  22:41-44 
41 Now Jehoshaphat the son of Asa became king over Judah in the fourth 

year of Ahab king of Israel.  (870 B.C.) 
42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he 

reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was 
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 

43 And he walked in all the way of Asa his father; he did not turn aside from 
it, doing right in the sight of the LORD. However, the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacrificed and burnt incense on the high 
places. 

44 Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel. 
 1. Jehoshaphat instituted some judicial reforms.  2 Chr 19:5-11 
 2. Judah was about to be invaded by the Moabites and 

Ammonites.  2 Chr 20:1-5 
3. Jehoshaphat uttered one of the great prayers for deliverance 

found in the Bible.  2 Chr 20:6-13 
 4. A prophetic word is given telling Israel to watch the Lord fight 

 for them.  2 Chr 20:14-19 
 5. As the praised God, the Lord won the battle.  2 Chr 20:20-23 
 6. The received the spoils of His victory.  2 Chr 20:24-25 
 7. And the Lord gave them peace.  2 Chr 20:26-30 
 
  47. Jehoshaphat’s Epitaph.  22:45-46 
45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might which he showed 

and how he warred, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 

46 And the remnant of the sodomites who remained in the days of his father 
Asa, he expelled from the land. 

 1. Jehoshaphat expelled the homosexuals from the land.   
 2. The Mosaic Law called for their death.  Lev 20:13 
  
  48. Jehoshaphat’s Footnote.  22:47-50 
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47 Now there was no king in Edom (land of Esau south end of Dead Sea; 
bordering Judah); a deputy was king. 

48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they did 
not go for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber.  (at head of Persian 
Gulf; Solomon made a fleet to sail from there 1 Kg 9:26) 

49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, "Let my servants go 
with your servants in the ships." But Jehoshaphat was not willing. 

50 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in 
the city of his father David, and Jehoram his son became king in his place. 

 1. Edom is mentioned because it indicates that there would little 
 opposition to opening a trade route in the Persian Gulf. 

 2. Before Jehoshaphat’s death, he made an economic alliance 
with  Ahaziah, king of Israel, to make a fleet of ships sailing from 
Ezion-Geber, which displeased the Lord.  2 Chr 20:35-36 

 3. The Lord destroyed the ships.  2 Chr 20:37  
 4. Ahaziah evidently tried to establish another alliance, to which 

 Jehoshaphat said, “no.” 
 
  49. Like Father, Like Son (Ahab-Ahaziah).  22:51-53 
51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the 

seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years 
over Israel. 

52 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of his 
father and in the way of his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 

53 So he served Baal and worshiped him and provoked the LORD God of 
Israel to anger according to all that his father had done. 
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